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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 may not be improper to inform the pub- 
lic that this letter was ready for the preſs 
when Lord Chatham's conciliatory propoſal 
made its appearance. In hopes that ſome fea- 


« ſible plan of accommodation with the colonies 
« would thereupon have taken place, and ſuch 


meaſures have enſued as might have made it 
unneceſſary for the advocates of American free- 
dom any longer to have — up in its full 
force their contention againſt an overſtrained 
and unjuſtifiable authority, the author thought 
proper to with-hold it awhile from the public 
eye: but being totally diſappointed in his wiſhes, 
and now deſpairing that any good conſequences 
whatever can reſult from the meaſures deter- 
mined to be purſued by government (notwith- 
ſtanding the late attempt of adminiſtration to 
amuſe us by making a ſhew of taking new 

ound) he now humbly ſubmits it to the pe- 
ruſal of his fellow- citizens; in hopes that, fmall 
as may be its comparative weight, it yet may 
prove a mite not unacceptable in the ſcale which 
the good genius of Britain and of Britiſh Ame- 
rica is anxious ſhould preponderate. In ſaying 
that he deſpairs of any good conſequences — 
adminiſtration's pertinacious oppreſſion. of the 


_ colonies, he begs to be underſtood as meaning 


only thoſe good conſequences which the authors of 
the preſent meaſures eſteem to be ſuch, and which 
they propoſe to bring about. | | 


A 2 © Indeed 


( 4 ) 
& Indeed he hopes, and will venture to prophecy, 
ee that, odious and ſhocking as are the means by 
« them to be made uſe of, yet the end will be 


<« the ſame as himſelf hath propoſed to obtain by 
&« a very different way of proceeding ; and that, 


* take which courſe we will, the preſent diſpute 
* cannot poſſibly terminate in any thing ſhort of 


« American Independence. Whether it will prove 
« better to have ſevered the colonies from this 
c country by the helliſh ſword of war, or by the 
« generous hand of equity; whether it will prove 
” better to have inſpired them with revenge and 
deadly hatred, or with gratitude and warm 
« affection; and whether one or the other will 
«< prove moſt beneficial to us, time alone muſt 
« finally determine.” 
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To E. B. Eſq; 


SIR, February, 1775. 


HEN my twelfth letter to the Legiſlature, pro- 

poſing the independency of America, went to the 

preſs (ſee Public Advertiſer, Jan. 23, 24,) I thought I had 
taken a final leave of the ſubjet ; but ſeveral paſlages in 
your late publiſhed ſpeech tending, as I fear, to miſlead 
the public judgment, teach me that it lies too near my 
heart for me to ſuffer them to paſs altogether unnoticed. 
It is the convincing argumentation with which you de- 
monſtrate the folly, as well as injuſtice, of taxing Ame- 
rica; together with the perſuaſive powers of eloquence 
there diſplayed, powers which can ſometimes charm us 
into a belief of what we do not comprehend, that make 
your error, with regard to the ſovereignty of Great-Britain, 
the more dangerous at this criſis, when all good men are 
anxious for the rights of America, though few of them 
are free from your own miſtake, and when even the diſſi - 
pated triflers of the age have a wiſh at leaſt, if not a 
thought, to beſtow in their favour, The multitude in 
this kingdom, when they become ſerious, and take a 
thing up in earneſt, are too formidable for a miniſter to 
contend with; but alas! they believe only as they, are 
taught by ſome great authority : and even men of know- 
ledge and reflection pay it ſometimes too much reſpect, 
For my own part, Sir, I look up to you as to one of thoſe 
« guide-poſts and land-marks of ſtate whoſe credit in the 
nation“ gives general currency to your opinions; I 
conſider you as one of our great national « lights,” I 
wiſh therefore, as a matter of the laſt importance to the 
public, that you may ever hold on your courſe with re- 
gularity and truth: and not, like the changeful © lumi- 
„ nary ““ you ſo happily deſcribe, miſguide your obſervers. 
| | Believe 

Charles Townſhend, 


(6) 
Believe me, Sir, I am not one of thoſe who can, without a 
painful reluctance, withdraw my admiration from the glories 


of the ſun, in order to contemplate his ſpots, But it is by 
an accurate obſervation of them, that we correct erroneous 


ſcience ; cauſing, as I may ſay, N means, even the 


darkneſſes of that brilliant orb to throw light upon objects 
of importance to mankind. Had I a bad opinion of your 
heart, I would not make the vain attempt. to argue you 
into the right; nor would I provoke you to exert your 
ſuperior talents ſtill more, in order to deſtroy the truth. 
Tis not as you are ingenious, but ingenuous, that I mean 
to diſpute with you. Nor is it for me to take the large 
field of diſcuſſion ; to lay open all hiſtory, or to unf 

the legitimate laws of our conſtitution, I leave theſe 
deep and capacious reſervoirs of knowledge and policy ts 
be ranſacked by thoſe who are my ſuperiors in learning 
and eloquence ; and are better able to take a laborious 
part in the great cauſe we are now engaged in; content= 
ing myſelf to draw from the fountain head, a ſmall por- 


tion of the waters of truth; which, like a dew from 


heaven, have, 1 believe, the moſt kindly influence upon 
the production and growth of true wiſdom. It is to the 
pure, the genuine principles of our perfect conſtitution, 
and the unalterable law of nature, that I will refer; it is 
to your reaſon and your conſcience 1 will appeal. This 
will bring the queſtion within a very ſmall compaſs, and 


to a ſhort iſſue. But be apprized, Sir, that it is not to 


any creature of your own imagination, an ideal © confit- 
« tution of the Britiſh Empire [94-],” (for I totally deny 
its exiſtence, and believe that a faith and hope in it lead 
to perdition, ) which I now mean to refer to; but to the 
eon/litution of Great- Britain ; whoſe | exiſtence, divinicy, 


and powers of ſalvation, are known to us all. This is 


the only compaſs that ever proved a ſure guide upon the 
tempeſtuous ſea of politics. It is a ſure guide, decauſe 
it is a compaſs without variation. It points not to any 
earthly loadſtone, joſtled by ſome, convulſion of nature 
out of the true axis of our crazy planet, but the cauſe of 
its magnetiſm is the rock of truth, fixed in the pole of 
heaven from all eternity z immoveable as the throne, im- 
mutable as the nature. of God. He who ſhall imagine 
that the Britiſh conſtitution is a compals adapted only to 
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ans latitude and longitude; and when he arrives with it 
at a diſtant ſhore, depending on deluſive obſervations, ſhall 


ſuppoſe a very conſiderable variation; and then, like the 


ignorant ſkipper of ſome little coaſting bark, ſhall go about 
to adjuſt it, to the imaginary occaſion, by giving the needle 
a correſponding deviation from its repreſentative on the 
card, or rather chart ; ſhall ſoon find himſelf in a moſt 
dangerous, if not a fatal error. Happy if he make not 
ſhipwreck of the political veſſel, Great knowledge and 
practical experience may be neceſſary to thoſe who hold 
the command, who guide the helm, and dize& all the 
manceuvres in the ſhip ; but the very cabin-hoy knows his 
compaſs 3 and when the port is in fight, and all the 
dangers of the navigation are above water and in view, 
he can tell, as well as the pilot, how to ſteer for the one 
or from the other. When out of ſight of land, he knows 
equally well, that in order to arrive ſafe in America, he 
muſt | Ba to the Weſtward ; nor could all the ſophiſtry 
of the pilot, though he ſpoke with the tongue of an 
angel, nor the authority of the captain, though aided by 
the logic of the cat-O- nine-tails, ever convince Lim, 
that it would be poſſible to ſecure a proſperous voyage by 
ſteering either Eaſt, South, or North. So when the Bri» 
tiſh conſtitution, whoſe form is ſo manifeſt to the eye 


of common ſenſe, and whoſe principles by their ſelf- 


evidency are ſo ſimple and fo obvious, lies before us, tis 
in vain for miniſters, for ſtateſmen, or even for orators, 
to endeavour to impoſe upon our underſtandings, by re- 
preſenting that we muſt hold one courſe in Britain, and 
another in America, for attaining civil ſecurity and hap- 
ineſs ; when it is impoſſible to arrive at them, but by 
ping the prow in a true direction for liberty, whole 
Rar, like as the rock of truth, is in the-pole and faſt by 
the throne of heaven. It is true indeed, and for the 
reaſons you have [q] aſſigned, that the neareſt courſe we 
can keep is but an approximation towards the right 
* one; yet we ſhall run into a moſt ruinous error, if, 
to the unauoidable deviations cauſed by the inteſtine mo- 
tion and tempeſtuous agitations of the /political element, 
we make any intentional ane, by playing tricks with our 
needle, and departing from that courſe which our compaſs, 
if faithfully conſulted, ſhews to be the true one, _— 
. ; eat» 


43 


Great-Britain to * be content to bind America by laws 
« of trade; becauſe ſhe hath always done it: and not to 
& burthen her with taxes, becauſe ſhe was not uſed to do 
« fo from the beginning. Theſe,” you add, are the 
«© arguments of ſtates and kingdoms.” [89, 90.] But, 


with your leave, Sir, theſe are the arguments of Egyptian 


taſk-maſters, of Carthaginian blood-ſuckers, of Roman 
monſters and Spaniſh tyrants ; for filencing the murmurs 
of their fleeced, pardon me, I mean flead provinces and 
miſerable bond-men. What! Sir; are preſcripts and pre- 
cedents, be they natural or unnatural, be they good or 
bad, be they juſt or unjuſt ; the proper arguments of ſtates 
and kingdoms? So then, nothing is wanting to reconcile 
us to the moſt infernal way of governing, but that our 
tyrant hath always done ſo; that he was uſed to act the 
tyrant from the beginning !——Fie, fie! What a leſſon 


or a young Telemachus to learn from the lips of his 


Mentor! You may be as great a tyrant as you pleaſe, 
<& provided you only eſtabliſh your precedents in the begin- 
* ning.” Should murmurs afterwards ariſe, or the accu- 
mulating weight of your power in length of time become ſo 
intolerable as to cauſe your 7775! to be called in queſtion 
* reaſon not at all—oppote the ancient policy and prac- 
6c tice of the empire, as a rampart againſt the ſpeculations 
<< of innovators, —and you will ſtand on great, manly, and 
« ſure . doctrine ! O Locke, thou repu- 
ted ſage, *© hide thy diminiſhed head!“ What are all thy 
_ refinements, [94] thy metaphyſical diſtinctions [ 89, ] to 

maxims ſuch as theſe!——You expreſsly acknowledge, 
Sir, [41] that you think the commercial reſiraint is full as 
« hard a law for America to live under, as the ſchemes of 
* American revenue: and, if uncompen/ated, to be a condi- 
ec tion of as rigorous ſervitude as man can be ſubject to. 
« But America bore it from the fundamental a& of navi- 
« gation until 1764 —W hy ? Becauſe,” you add, men 
«C do bear the inevitable conflitution of their original natures 
* with all its infirmities.” Now, that I cannot attain 
knowledge without ſtudy, or happineſs without wiſdom z 
that I cannot preſerve my health without exerciſe, or my 
freedom without courage; nor penetrate with my eye the 
opaqueneſs of a ſtone, or the complicated folds of my 


Fd. s neigh 
* (54) © Refining ſpeculatiſts,” 
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tions, it is but too evident, Sir, that your political com- 
B 


B22 


neighbours heart; may poſſibly be all reckoned among 
the defects and infirmiti-s of my original nature: 
but that it is © the inevitable conſtitution of any on man, 
or of any one nation, to (ubmit to the tyranny of another, 
J muſt poſitively «7 þ as the contrary hath been long 


ſince proved by the United Provinces, and lately by the 
law of England, in the caſe of a negroe ſlave when brought 
into this free country. Nor do I in the leaſt doubt, but 
that America will very ſhortly give a convincing refuta- 
tion to this curious propoſition : which, Sir, if you will 
review it with candour, you may poſſibly perceive to be 
much worſe than a ** metaphyſical diſtinction,“ or the - re- 
«« finement of a ſpeeulatiſt;“ ſince it tends to debaſe, not 
to refine ; to confound, and not to diſtinguiſh, Is it for 
man, arrogantly to lord it over his brother, to impoſe 
upon him reſtraints and bonds, and tt en to aggravate his 


ſufferings by the inſult of a proffered compenſation /—a 


compenſation, ſuch alone, and ſuch in degree, as he, the 
impious impoſer, ſhall judge expedient for inſuring his power 
and advancing his own intereſt ? If reſtraint and bonds, 
even thus Mr," be not rigorous ſervitude, I know 
not what is. Tis not the preſent ſuffering under, but the 
being ſubject to, the power of another, which conſtitutes 
ſlavery, Give us but the ſlavery, and the ſuffering will 
not fail to follow in due time. Now, Sir, from the whole of 
what you advance, with regard to the ſupremacy of parlia- 
ment over the legiſlatures 2. the ſeveral ſtates of America; as 
well as from your expreſs and repeated declarations of fted- 
faſtly abiding by the mini/ter and the /y/tem of 1766 *, when 
parliament, in its folly, aſſumed a right of repealing the irre- 
vocable laws of God, by enacting, that his majeſty in par- 
liament, of right, had power to make white men black men; 
to oblige the Antipodes to hear, ſee, and feel, by the ſenſes 
of Engliſhmen ; and to transform millions of the hu- 
man ſpecies into calves and camels ;— or what is no 
leſs abſurd (meaning the right not the fact) © bind ihe people 
of the American colonies by flatutes in all caſes whatſo- 
ever; — I ſay, from the whole of theſe opinions and aſſer- 


paſs, 


J honeſtly and ſolemnly declare, I have in all ſeaſons 
* adhezed to the ſyſtem of 1766,” pag. 95. 


1 
paſs, how true and ſafe ſoever to ſteer by in Britain, hath 
loſt its rectitude when removed to America, Correct it, 
Sir, I beſeech you, ere it be too late; becauſe I fear that 
thouſands will conſide in it; and probably the firſt peace- 
making miniſter, availing himſelf of this confidence, and 
the general error of the people, will ſteer by ene adjuſted 
to the ſame imaginary variation ; to the inevitable diftreſs, 
if not, in the end, to the ſhipwreck of the ſtate, Do 


not, Sir, imitate the modern miniſterial dignity, of per- 


ſiſting in wrong ; nor the bed-ridden parental dotage, 


which talks of pap, of leading-ſtrings, and the rod, for 


that child, which, did it but retain its ſenſes, it might 
perceive to be in a ſtate of manly vigour and indepen- 
dence; parent himſelf of a numerous offspring, lord of 
a mighty houſhold, and maſter of immenſe poſſeſſions; 
and yet the filial, though not the ſlaviſh ; the voluntary, 


not the ſervile, prop of its declining age and decrepitude. 


Lay, then, Sir, your hand upon your heart, and anſwer 


me, or rather anſwer to God and to America, the three 


following plain queſtions : 1. Doth not the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and the law of nature, which may in no wiſe be 
overturned by any human ton/litution whatſoever *, (malgre 
all the qualifcations, reſervation, and ſubtle evaſions that 
ſophiſtry can deviſe) abſolutely require that the people, 
thoſe at leaſt who are proprietors of, and are thereby per- 
manently attached to, the ſoil, . ſhall aually fare in the 
powers of legiſlation ; by giving their confere either per- 
ſonally or by repreſentatives of their own — to all 
laws which are to be the rules of their actions: Not only 
thoſe of taxation, but thoſe equally which limit the exer- 
ciſe of executive power, which ere? national tribunals, 
and which eſtabliſh any other regulation (be it even of 

their 


* 'This law of nature, being co-eval with mankind and 
dictated by God himſelf, is of courſe ſuperior in obligation 
to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all coun- 
tries, and at all times: no human laws are of any validity, 


if contrary to this; and ſuch of them as are valid derive all 


their force, and all their authority, mediately or immediately, 
from chis original. 5 
Blackſtone's Com. Vol. I. p. 40. 
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their foreign trade,) that may affect their properties, their 
liberties, or their happineſs in any particular :— And doth 
not the conſtitution, in requiring all this, as abſolutely 
pronounce that, where there is no ſuch participation, no 
ſubjeftion is due? 2. What ſhare or participation in the 
powers of the Britiſh parliament is poſſeſſed by any Ame- 
rican, as an American? 3. If no individual then, in A- 
merica, by ſharing in, be ſubject to, the powers of the 
Britiſh parliament ; how can al! of them, in their collec- 
tive capacities as ſtates and civil communities, be ſubject 
to this power? Surely that circumſtance which ſinketh an 
individual below the level of freedom, muſt equally debaſe a 
nation into a condition of ſlavery.— The“ ſuperintending 
c power” of Great-Britain which [92] you propoſe her * to 
6 diſpenſe, as from the throne of heaven,” perhaps I might 
not ſo ſtrongly object to; could I be tolerably well aſſured, 
it would not in time degenerate (as human magiſterial 
power uncontrouled hath ever done ſince the beginning of 
the world,) into a power that the Americans would ra- 
ther ſuppoſe to be diſpenſed from the dark council of 
Pandemonium; or could I be certain that it was not 
equally to be dreaded, as neceſſarily tending to the deſtruc- 
tion of our own liberties, But, preſuming, Sir, you will 
not become her ſurety in that reſpect, ſince you very pru- 
dently tell the miniſter [10] “you can give no ſecurity,” 
that the coloniſis ſhall not riſe in their demands, upon a 
conceſſion of juſtice being made them, which you efteem 
it intamous to with-hold ; I can by no means agree with 
you to put into her hands this weighty ſceptre, for “ co- 
« ercing the negligent, reſtraining the violent, and aid- 
t ing the weak and deficient, by the over-ruling pleni- 
„ tude-of her power; cſpecially ſince you tell me in 


plain terms, (not, I am ſure, adverting to the blaſphemous 


nature of the expreſſion) * this power mult be boundleſs ;”* 
[93] becauſe J verily believe, that without the other 
boundleſs attributes and infinite perfections of the Deity, to 
whom alone boundleſs power belongs, to direct its opera- 
tions, it would infallibly bruiſe the head of America, and 
cruſh her into a Sardinian ſervitude *®, I hope, Sir, it 

B 2 was 


* Farmer's Letters. 


(0-3 


was not at the time when you were yourſelf connected 
with a very noble perſon at the head of the Treaſury de- 
partment [56] that you firſt affixed to the words Britiſb 
Empire, thoſe magnificent ideas you give us of it, page 
92,93 ; nor that any hope or perſuaſion of mind that the 
ſyſtem of 1766, together with its framers, ſhall one day 
be reſtored, which attaches you fo firmly to it. I hope 
this, Sir, from the opinion I have of the goodneſs of 
your heart, and from my natural unwillingneſs to believe 
that the man, who, beſides being an aſſiduous and diſtin- 
guiſhed labourer in the public cauſe, is no leſs the amiable 
example of virtuous privacy and the charm of domeſtic 
ſociety, can ever become fo egregiouſly ſottiſh, as to caſt 
away ſuch happineſs and true glory, for aught that Mam- 
mon or Lucifer hath to offer him. Unjuſt as the decla- 


ratory act of 1766 was in its principle, I know not, but 


at that period, it might have been quietly acquieſced in 
by the Americans, provided our taxing ſchemes had not 
been revived ; but I cannot believe, even in that caſe, it 
could have operated ſo contrary to the nature of things, 
as to have preſerved concord and mutual advantages to 
the two countries for any conſiderable: length of time to 
come ; except the aſſumption of this unlimited power had, 
like the ſplendid. titular aſſumptions of a Chineſe Em- 
peror, been univerſally conſidered as mere empty words 
without any meaning, and Great-Britain had zotally abſtained 
from the ſmalleſt attempt towards an exerciſe of it. Theſe 
being my ſentiments, I cannot but look on the paſſing of 
ſuch an act as a moſt unpardonable folly. Conſcious as 
you ſeem to be [87, go, ] that the diſcuſſian of ſuch a 
queſtion had a direct tendency to deſtroy, even that de- 
gree of authority (and no ſmall one) which the blind af- 
ſection and ſuperſtitious reverence of the colonies for their 
mother country had eſtabliſhed, by habit and undiſputed 
precedents, from the beginning; had it not been wiſer to 
have totally abſtained from ſtarting it at all ; and to have 
invariably acted towards the colonies, as we ſhould. have 
done towards ſtates that knew full well, and jealouſly 
maintained, their independency of us ; but yet of whoſe 
fidelity towards us we were well aſſured, by an unex- 
ampled national attachment and union of intereſts, to- 


gether 


: 
r 
5 
f 
Y 


| 


on 


gether with all the influences of one common language, 
religion, and conſtitution ; the ſame manners, cuſtoms, 
and ſentiments? Had we thus, in the year 1766, ſaga- 
ciouſly avoided d going into the diſtinction of rights, 


„„ and 3 to mark their boundaries [89]; (that 


is, on the part of the poor Americans; for the rights of 


Great-Britain we modeſtly declared to be boundleſs ;) we had 


done well ; we had done wiſely. It was your own mi- 
niſter, Mr. Burke, it was Lord Rockingham, and poſ- 
ſibly, Sir, adviſed by yourſelf, who, in a more eſpecial 
manner, brought into diſcuſſion theſe “ metaphyſical di- 
„ ſtinctions; who thus intemperately, unwiſely, fa- 
6 tally ſophiſticated and poiſoned the very ſource of go- 
« vernment,“ and attempted ** to argue the colonies into 
« flavery:” and that too, by what court reafoners ſeem 
to plume themſelves upon as a very © ſubtle deduction, 
© from the unlimited and illimitable nature of ſupreme ſo- 
« vereignty ;” though in truth it is a dogma fit only to 
paſs in the ſublime Divan, or from the infallible lips of 
his holineſs, towards Turkiſh and Italian toe-kiſſers and 
lickers of the duſt ; whereas his lordſhip's doctrine of bind- 
ing in all caſes whatſoever,' was preached to an intelligent 
and free people, having legiſlatures of their own, and who 
owed not the ſmalleſt obedience whatever to ſuch ſovereignty. 
To ſuppoſe that king, lords, and the houſe of commons 
for the time being, conjointly have authority to do any 
wrong or injury to the reſt of the ſtate, is as ridiculaus as 
to admit, that the head and hand may contrive and exe- 
cute any miſchief or mutilations upon the reſt of the 
body. — until ſome great chriſtian caſuiſt hath de- 
monſtrated ſuicide to be juſtifiable, ſhall we ever be brought 
to acquieſce in the abſurd, though very ſolemn deciſion 
of the learned Judge Hale, and recited, with no ſmall 
parace, as an indyvitable authority by his more learned 

rother Blackſtone, in his Com. p. 161. in order to prove 
that one's hand may plunge a dagger into one's heart, or 
one's head by the denying of nouriſhment, may ftarve 
one's bedy to death; and for this wiſe and wonderful reaſon 
that the heart and the body cannot help themſelves. 


Here indeed my alluſion fails me; as their reaſoning, had 
they recollected how many ſupreme ſavereigns have been 
puniſhed 
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uniſhed for their ©* miſ-government *, did them: and 
I truſt that he body of the people of theſe free kingdoms, 
the heart and the reſt of the faithful members, will either 
reſtrain or puniſh that hand or that head which ſhall ever 
conſpire or attempt any thing againſt its life or well being. 
This z/{imitability may be an ingenious law fiction, and 
well calculated, as ſuch, to anſwer certain uſeful purpoſes 
in diſpatching the bufineſs of the law courts: but when 
offered to our underſtandings for a fa, it muſt be re- 
jected with diſdain as a mo/t abominable dogma; either the 
legitimate child of ignorance or a cunning baſtard of ty- 
ranny, but certainly the natural parent of ſlavery. I would 
therefore beg leave to propoſe, that in the next edition of 
your ſpeech, there be made to every propolition ſtating 
the illimitable nature of ſupreme ſoverciniiy,” the ſmall 
addition of theſe three words, * to do good,“ by way of 
amendment; which, from a fallicy and a treaſonable 
aſſertion, will convert it into a truth, and a conſtitutional 
maxim. Had theſe „“ ſubtle deductions,” in favour of 
the boundleſs power” of parliament, been the “ me- 
« taphyſical diſtinctions'' you meant, p. 89, I ſhould 
molt heartily have accorded with you in “ hating the 
« very ſound of them :” but when the enormous, the 
odious pretenſions of the Declaratory Act, preceded and 
ſucceeded by a train of grievous oppreſſions under other 
adminiſtrations, had rouzed the unmindful coloniſts and 
their Engliſh friends to an exertivn of their thinking 
faculties, in order to ſhew the juſt diſtinctions of the 
ſacred rights of human nature, and to mark their bounda- 
ries, I ſhould not have expected from any, but the ſophiſ- 
tical advocates of tyranny, a condemnation of ſuch a pro- 
ceeding; as I eſteem it a molt generous taſk, and one of 
the moſt indubitable marks of genuine patriotiſm. Milton 


and Locke were reſpectively ſtigmatized, by the tools of 


deſpotifm, as * refining ſpeculatiſts;” and Sydney paid 
the forfeit of his blood for oppoſing, to the abſurd and im- 
pious dogmas of Filmer, (the champion of illimitable ſove- 
reignty and powers for-binding in all caſes whatſoever,) his 
«« metaphyſical diſtinctions:“ but poſterity hath done them 
all juſtice, Whatever might have been the proſpects of 

advantage 


Comment. p. 161. 
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advantage in the year 1766, from eſtabliſhing an unjuſt 
ſovereignty over America, it is evident, that even then, 
the actual exerciſe of it would have been ſcarcely practica- 
ble with the moſt extreme caution and tenderneſs: but 
now, in the year 1775, after all that bath paſſed during 
nine irritating years to awaken the ſlecping coloniſts, and 
to exaſperate them to the laſt degree their patience is ca- 
pable of bearing; but n., I ſay, the attempt is a flight 
of madneſs not to be accounted for, but from an appre- 


henſion that God ſees it is high time to humble our pride, 


by leaving it to baMe its own vicious deſigns by its folly ; 
or, for the ſins of the nation, is pleafed to ſuffer it, by in- 
fatuation, to caſt itſelf headlong into deſtruction. America 
may now be conſidered, as an induſtrious and intelligent 
youth juſt arriving at man's eſtate; who, having chear- 
fully ſerved a long apprentice/hip under us, muſt now, if 
not admitted into partnerſhip, become our rival in trade. 
Like other juniors, he 2v/ll be content to ſhare the profits 
in a ſubordinate degree, proportioned to the inferiority of 


his capital and connections; but he will acknowledge no 


p DJ 
other dependence; he will no longer be our bond-fervant. 


Too well doth he remember the hardſhips he hath ſuffered 
in our ſervice, to enter into new indentures of ſervitude, 
now that his legal term is drawing towards its expiration. 
Indeed, had we been poſſeſſed of any portion of that wiſ- 


dom which belongeth to © the children of this world,“ 


we might, for a long time to come, have kept him in 
ignorance of this ſecret; his indentures being in our own 
keeping, and he being eaſily ſatisfied with whatever in- 
terpretation of them we thought fit to make : until, ſwell- 
ing with the flatulent ideas of our own dignity and impor- 
tance ; debauched and impoveriſhed by luxury and extra- 
vagance; we impoſed upon him too ſevere a drudgery, 
and began to ſtarve and to ſcourge him rather too unmer- 
cifully, By this folly we have literally ſcourged him into 
a neceſſity of aſſerting his independency, far we have 
driven him, not only from his relaxations and play, but 
from his work; and forced him to deny himſelf even com- 
mon repoſe, in order to ſeek in the ſchools for forms of 
language, in which to expreſs his ſenſe of our ill uſage, 


and the natural feelings of his ſoul, which taught him to 


know 
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know that there was ſomething incompitible, between 
our treatment of him and what he was intitled to. Nor 
hath he ſought in vain: but, ſupported in his own mind 
by a conſciouſneſs of his juſt rights, and juſtified by “the 
„ refinements”? of thoſe “ ſpeculatiſts,” Locke, Milton, 
and Sydney: and by the “ metaphyſical diſtinctions“ 
which the volume of nature hath unfolded to his own re- 


ſearches, he is now ready, Sir, in your own expreſſive 


words, to caſt your ſovereignty in your face.” Nay, 
the American is become both by precept and example your 
moſt faithful monitor, your beſt inſtructor, in the only 
poſſible means of preſerving your own liberties ; and of 
recovering from that flate of corruption, of which the 
conſtitution is ſick at heart; by maintaining his own rights 
on the undeniable principles of truth and juſtice; oppoſing 
- tyranny with a manly temper, firmneſs and dignity ; and, 
above all, by intruſting the guardianſhip of them to un- 


placed, unpenſioned, and uncorrupted delegates. Doth it not 


behove us then, either as “ children of this world,“ or as 
« children of light,” no longer to injure or inſult him 
with the exerciſe, or the claim, of any power incompati- 
ble with his abſolute liberty, his perfect freedom? Your 
&« ſubordinate liberty,“ take my word for it, (and I hope 
I am not a refining ſpeculatiſt, as I am certain I am 
no « factious demagogue,”) will not now be thought by 
him, „enough for the caſe and happineſs of man;” [94] 


becauſe the re/erved part is to be with-held from him by 
ic 


injuſtice and force ; and lodged in the very hands wh 

do him this wrong ; and therefore not very fit to be in- 
truſted with ſo ſacred a depoſit. No, Sir, he will demand 
perfect freedom, —Britiſh freedom that very freedom you 
yourſelf enjoy, and which alone is the legitimate iſſue of 
the Britiſh con/litution : he will be content with nothing 
ſhort of a participation in that powwor which frames all the 
laws he is to be ſubject to as the rule of his ations.—l1 beg 


pardon, Sir; — my zeal in the cauſe of America, and the 


irreſiſtible impreſſions of juſtice on my mind, have carried 
me one ſtep too far : for, ſuch is the moderation of Ame- 
rica, ſuch her deſire to . ſeek peace and enſue it,” that 
the tells you, in her 4th Reſolve in Congreſs, that © from 


the neceſſity of the caſe, and a regard to the mutual 
| « intereſts 
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ce intereſts of both countries, ſhe ch2arfully conſents to the 
operation of ſuch acts of the Britiſh parliameit, as are 
& bona fide, reſtrained ta the regulation of her external 
„ commerce, for the purpole of ſecuring the commercial 
«© advantages of the whole empire to the mother ctuntry.“ 
Here, Sir, ſhe ſhews that no contemptuous flights nor in- 
juries z not a ten-years ſerics of oppreſſion and inſult; nor 
even the ſight of the uplifted Britiſh axe aimed dircctly at 
the root of her liberties, can provoke her to forego her 
rivetted attachment to this country, This ſingle inſtance 
of her unabated affection, her voluntary humiliation and 
ſubſerviency to the welfare of the parent ſtate, effectually 
gives the lie to the charge of ingratitude, and the deſign 
of breaking through all the commercial reſtraints which 
ſecure us the monopoly of her trade; that have been ſo 
loudly and fo indefatigably trumpeted forth by the diabo- 
lical agents of tyranny, and have exerciſed ſo many pro- 
ſtitute pens. his proves that, anxious and irritated as 
ſhe is, it is pure juſtice and wiſdom, not reſentment, 
by which ſhe is aCtuated: and in this it is that ſhe con- 
firms, under her own hand and ſeal, what I undertook to 
engage for on her part, when laſt ſpring I propoted a par- 
liamentary declaration of her independcncy, and the forming 
with her an effeftual union of intereſts, by means of a league, 
in Which ſhe ſhould be a free, voluntary contracting party. 
Theſe are my words: „Not being able to pay Great- 
« Britain in ſubſidies of ready money for her proteCtion 
« and friendſhip, they (the American ſtates) will grant 
«. her an equivalent in excluſive trade *. What more, 
in the name of common ſenſe would we have?— Will 
nothing ſatisfy us, but her liberties at our feet? — Shall 
we © wade up to the eyes in blood'' for only the chance 
of the ſhadow, when ſhe offers us the ſubſtance, the re- 


ality ?—Will the high-ſounding word Hvereigniy, or mil- 


lions of ſterling gold, beſt fill the treaſury and ſupport the 
dignity of Great-Britain? Poſſibly I may be ſomewhat 
ſingular in opinion; but I cannot help being much in- 
clined to conſider the tyranny and perverſeneſs of admini- 


ſtration towards America for ten years paſt, as one of thoſe 
S gracious 


American Independence the intereſt and glory of Great- 
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gracious and benevolent diſpenſations of Providence to- 
wards a choſen people, which, though a preſent calamity, 
is nevertheleſs, according to the eſtabliſhed order of things, 
a neceſſary one; and productive of great, ſolid and laſting 
bleſſings in future, Such is the imperfection of our na- 
ture, that for the moſt part, and nationally conſidered, 
we are incapable of underſtanding, of valuing or enjoying, 
any ſtate of extraordinary proſperity and happinels, that 
. hath not been preceded by one of adverſity ; by a compa- 
riſon with which we can eſtimate its felicities. In order 
to enjoy, we muſt not merely poſſeſs but it is requilite 
that our minds, by activity and exerciſe, perceive all the 
cauſes, connections, relations and dependencies of that which 
we poſſeſs; the noble faculties of our ſouls muſt be called 
forth by trials, hardſhips, and ſtruggles ; biſſes, diſappoint- 
ments and dangers, together with every ſpecies of diſcipline 
which, in this ſtate of probation, is neceſſary to the per- 
fecting of virtue. Had not God, in his paternal anger, 


permitted this choſen nation to have been viſited by the 


deteſted race of Stewarts and a long afflicting civil war; 
*tis certain the ſucceeding chain of events had not taken 
place: and *tis more than probable, that the ſeeds of diſ- 
ſolution which lay lurking in the bowels of the ſtate be- 
fore their advancement to the throne, had they been nou- 
riſhed by an uninterrupted calm and the treacherous ſun- 
ſhine of apparent proſperity, would long ſince have ſpread 
their poiſon to the immediate ſources of life, and deſtroyed 
the conſtitution, But it was that dreadful night of tempeſt 
and darkneſs, that ſeaſon of ſevere adverſity, which rouzed 
the genius and ſpirit of the nation; and to which we were 
indebted for the ſucceeding beauty and vigour of the con- 
ſtitution, by purging off the greater part of thoſe foul im- 
purities and ſeeds of death. Heaven grant that its now 
fading bloom and failing ſtrength, thoſe fure ſymptoms of 
inward diſeaſe, may be again reſtored ere it be too late! 
It was, I ſay, during the very term of that viſitation 
of God's anger, that he was providing for the future un- 
paralleled felicities of this nation; and literally _ 
good to grow out of evil, by raiſing up within that perio 
thoſe great and excellent men, who, feeling the fevetiſh 
and alarming ſtate of the times, contemplating the ſcene 
7+ 8 around 
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around them, and ſteering by the compaſs of the Briti/h 
conſtitution, have by their writings done more ſervice to 
the cauſe of liberty and the rights of mankind, than ever 
had been done before by all the boaſted patriots of Greece 
and Rome, together with thoſe of every other nation in 
the world collectively. —As thoſe unhappy times produced 
Sydneys, Lockes and Miltons ; fo we find the preſent, daily 
bringing forth Shipleys, Dickenſons, and many other “ truly 
„ noble, honourable, and patriotic advocates of civil and 
« religious liberty, who generouſly and powerfully eſpouſe 
« and defend the cauſe of America, both in and out of 
« parliament *.“ I do not therefore repine at the diſ- 
treſsful conteſt which hath ſo long exiſted between theſe 
kingdoms and the colonies, fince by God's mercy it hath 
as yet been bloodleſs ; and ſince, ſtill relying on the good- 


"neſs of his Providence, I truſt it will terminate in adjuſt- 


ing their true, their natural and moſt beneficial relation to 
each other, which is that of an independent friendſbip and 
alliauce; in perpetuating their harmony; and in radical! 

curing thoſe latent diſtempers, which might otherwiſe 
have proved fatal to the liberties of both. Such I think no 
man of foreſight can doubt would have been the fad event, 
had either the ſupineneſs of America, or the cunning mo- 
deration of the miniſters of Great-Britain, kept her in 
what you call [87] * her old, her ſtrong, her tenable 
« poſition,” long enough to have fixt her immoveably on 
that ** ſure ground,” on whoſe ſolid baſis her machines 
once fixed, ſhe might, as you inform her, “ have drawn 
« worlds towards her.“ But worlds, Sir, are not to be 
drawn towards each other, or fettered with chains and 
unnatural bonds, but to their mutual deſtruction. Their 
general well-being; and the benefits reciprocally to be de- 
rived, from light and genial warmth reflected on each 
other reſpectively, are only to be preſerved by their keep- 
ing their appointed diſtances, by moving each in its own 


orbit, and by being kept from flying off from their centers 


into chaos, by the ſweet influences of attraction, that beſt, 
that univerſal, that ſtupendous law of nature, by which 
the material, the moral and the divine worlds are all up- 
held and preſerved in 8 Truſting, as I ſay, that 

| 8 Our 


* Concluding reſolve of the congreſs, 


. 

our preſent conteft will finally terminate in the indepen- 
dency of America, and itop us ſhort in the mad carcer 
of dominion ; that it will teach us to know that any 7m- 
perial poſſeilion “ beyond the Britiſh teas, except a few 
ſcattered iſlands, ſactories and forts for the ends of trade, 
would ever be a mill-ſtone at the neck of the conſtitution ; 
in as much as it would encumber it with extrinſical pow- 
ers it could nat manage, or exert but in a way inimicable ta 
internal health; and as it would molt obviouſly add enor- 
mous weight to court influence; againſt which, the other 
balancing powers are already little more than a feather ; 
as the unavailing wiſdom and eloquence of yourſelf and 
others, in both houſes of parliament, mult long ſince have 
convinced you; I cannot but congratulate with my country 
on the very error of Mr. Grenville, which hath been 
thought ſo prolifick of miſchief, and kiſs with reverence 
the rod of our chaſtiſement. A Hercules with many bo- 
dies under one head, would have been an impotent, un- 
wieldy monſter ; not an invincible hero and demi-god : 
it would have been a more prepoſterous fiction, than 
that of the hydra with many heads to one body. But a 
monſter with a multitude of bodies, all of which except 
one are ſeigned to be three thouſand miles from its head, was 
a monſter re{erved for an abortive conception in the wild 
imagination of modern policy in its delirious reveries. 
Believe me, Sir, there is no ſterling ſenſe in the words 

« Britifh Empire,” when ſignifying unbounded dominion 
with unboundea power over the immeaſurable ſpace of 
the North American Continent; and that, fo applied, 
they are no better than ſounding braſs or a tinkling 
© ſymbal,“ to charm a proud, deluded nation to its ruin. 


In the warmth of a ſenatorial debate, and the rapid flow - 


of your imagination, which reſembles the Amazonian 
torrent, the collected force of ten thouſand ftreams, break- 
ing irreſiſtibly a glorious inroad through the frontier of the 
vaſt Atlantic, and ſcornfully beating back his embattled 
waves, it might indeed have been allowed you to have 
crayoned out for Great-Britaia a fanciful “ imperial cha- 
« rafter; in which, as from the throne of heaven, ſhe 
« ſhould ſuperintend all the ſeveral infecior legiſlatures 
cc of 
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ﬆ of America; guiding and controlling, without annihi- 
( lating any ;—coercing the negligent, reſtraining the 
« yiolent, and aiding the weak and deficient, by the 
„ over-ruling N of her boundleſs power; and when 
<< her requiſitions were not implicitly obeyed, faying to 
« the delinquents,—tax yourſelves for the common ſup- 
« ply, or parliament will do it for you” [92]—all this, 
I fay, as well as to paſs by “ nice diſtinctions,“ and to 
treſpaſs a little on the“ boundaries of right,” might 
have been very allowable, while flying before the wind 
on the flood-tide of eloquence, and by way of declama- 
tion; but when you coolly, and deliberately, fat down 
to write for the inſtruQion of the public; when it was 
of the laſt importance not to give currency to any opi- 
nions; not to excite any vain, proud, ambitious and miſ- 
guiding poſſions in the people; nor to afford any counte- 
nance for the miniſterial tyranny you profeſs to. oppoſe z 
and which is all ſupported on the very principle you admit, 
and, if it be admitted, is clearly juſtifiable, ſince legal au- 


 tharity with boundleſs power, if indeed it may be ſuppli- 


cated, may in no wile be withſtood :—when, 1 ſay you 
acted with this deliberation, ſurely, Sir, you ought to 
have omitted, in your tranſcript all ſuch erroneous, falla- 
cious and fatal doctrines |! | 
That the imperial r:2hts of Great-Britain as ſtated 
« in the declaratory act of 1766, and the privileges which 
« the coloniſts ought to enjoy are juſt the moſt recon- 
« cileable things in the world,“ you tell us indeed in fo 
many words [oa]; and indeed, Sir, to do you juſtice, 
you alſo, by the aid of your heavenly alluſion, reconcile 
them very glibly to your own imagination, and, I have 
no doubt, to the entire ſatisfaction of adminiſtration. 
While Lewis the XIV th was intoxicated with the drunken 
fancy of univerſal monarchy, his courtiers did not fail 
to ſatisfy him that the 7mperial- rights'? of France and 
«© the privileges which the dependent ſtates of Europe 
© ought to enjoy (wondrous condeſcenſion!) were juſt the 
% moſt reconcilable things in the world :”* and that he bad 
an undoubted right, clear as that two and two make 
four, „to ſuperintend, te guide, and control them, as 
„from the throne of heaven;” though they humbly 
; hoped 
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hoped his divine Majeſty would not in his diſpleaſure 
« annihilate any of them.” Yet, Sir, there unluckily 
remains one omiſſion, one ſmall] defect in your argument, 
which the „ refining ſpeculatiſt“ and the © metaphyſi- 
& cian,” nay I fear even the dull American, will never be 
able to get over: - you have forgot the proof of your pro- 
poſition ; you have totally omitted the /egality, the moral 
rectitude of your well-ſounding propoſal. Theſe ate con- 
ſiderations, trifling enough, God knows, in the opinions 
of ſome ſtateſmen ; but they are nevertheleſs by a free 
people, thought ab/elutely neceſſary to be attended to, be- 
fore obedience and authority can be reconciled. Thanks, 
Sir, to the native honeſty of your heart, which, though 
it incautiouſly ſuffered you to pronounce the aforeſaid words, 
« imperial rights of Great-Britain,”” hath kept you uni- 
formly from attempting to explain them ; or in any than 
this and other equivalent and ſynonimous expreſſions 
throughout ” whole ſpeech, from ſo much as hinting 
at their exiſtence ; nay you have given hints, and broad 
ones too, that ſhe hath.not theſe rights, if her title-deeds 
come to be well peruſed and examined into; or why 


ſhould ſhe have any reaſon to“ apprehend” that any | 


«© metaphyſical proceſsꝰ whatever, could - argue her out 
of her .whole authority? [87] Why admoniſh her to 
% reaſon not at all? to oppole © policy and practice to 
« truth and juſtice ?” — Belides, you remark (87, 88.] 
that the diſtinction of internal and external duties, or 
taxes, is as nothing with regard to right;“ in which, 
Sir, you ſay molt juſtly ; and perfectly agree with me 
when I aflert that, to acknowledge their independency, 
& and to form with them a friendly league, is therefore 
be the only method, en the principles 7. equity, of laying 
ce them under reſtrictions in trade and manufactures, for 
< the excluſive advantage of their protectors ; but conti- 
« nuing to impoſe theſe reſtrictions by cur own authority, 
« and by force, as it deeply affects them in their property, 
« by preventing money coming into their pockets, (which is 
„ very nearly allied, when done unjuſtly, to taking it out 
&« of their pockets without their conſent) is undoubtedly ty- 
6 rannical *. And, again; [89] interrogating the mi- 
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nifter, you ſay—** Do you mean to tax America, and 
« to draw a productive revenue from thence ?. If you do; 
«« ſpeak out: If you murder rob! If you 4ll; take 
« poſſeſſion: and do not appear in the character of, 
« madmen as well as aſſaſſins.” Here again, Sir, I in- 
tirely agree with you, that taxing where no revenue is to 
be got, is madneſs ; that taxing thoſe who are unrepre- 
ſented, is robbing; and that they who aſſume legiſlative 
authority where there is no right, are murderers and 
aſſaſſins ; if it be true that whoſoever looketh on a woman 
to luſt after her, is indeed an adulterer; as upon divine 
authority we are informed he is; (Matt. iv, 28.) and 
moreover, that to claim a “ boundleſs power,” is a pre- 
ſumptuous invaſion, an impious uſurpation on the prero- 
gative of the Omnipotent. Thanks, once more, to“ the 
«© abundance of your heart out of which your mouth 
« ſpeaketh,” for theſe honeſt acknowledgments, that 
Great-Britain, on your own principles, and according to 
your own ſyſlem of po is at preſent no better than a 
murderous aſſaſſin. Y ou may ſee then, Sir, clearly enough, 
* what is to become of the declaratory act aſſerting the 
d entireneſs of Britiſh legiſlative authority.“ [92] It 
ought to be ſacrificed to juſtice, wiſdom, and concord. 
As for thoſe men who are at once baſe enough to alert 
in direct terms, and filly enough to attempt to demon- 
ſtrate, that ſubjection and tyranny are not only reconcile- 
able but right; to offer them conviction would be caſting 
pearls before ſwine; or I would beg leave, in order to 
ſave them the trouble of turning over the folios of the 
Sydney of the laſt century, to refer them to three letters of 
his more conciſe name-ſake, which 1 read, with infinite 
pleaſure and the higheſt eſteem for the honeſt author, in the 
Gazetteer of Jan. the 5th and 26th, and Feb. 23d: but, 
Sir, to your attentive peruſal I will recommend them; and 
requeſt you alſo to review once more u hat myſelf, the feebleſt 
advocate in the cauſe of liberty, and others have advanced 
in favour of American Independence ;—or rather, Sir, with 
candour and uprightneſs conſult your own very ſuperior 
underſtanding and feeling heart. Your ſerious reflec- 
tion, Sir, muſt convince you of your error : and that 
all your arguments, without exception, in GED of 
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Great-Britain's ſovereignty, are nothing better than a 
flimſy ſtring of ſophiſms—a mere rhetorical rope of ſand 
which, not to fear that it might diſſolèe like a morning 
vapour as you ſtretched it acroſs the wide Atlantic, 
would aſſuredly prove no more powerful, nor fit to ** bind 
America in all caſes whatſoever,” than the well-twiſted 
wreath aſcending from the profound politician's ſolemn 
pipe. And would you, Sir, if it were poſſible, by con- 
tributing towards the foundations of ſuch a power, “ ſtand 
„ anſwerable to God for embracing a ſyſtem that tends 
* to the deſtruction of ſome of the very beſt and faireſt 
« of his works?” [96.] 

Reflect then, Sir, for heaven's ſake !—and be con- 
ſiſtent in your pleadings for the coloniſts, When there 
ſhall no * appear in your politicks any leaven of 
ſuberdination to ſour their “ liberty;“ any reſervations 
whatever of imperial rights, in diminution of the privi- 
leges of nature; any ſophiſtical arguments concerning re- 
quiſitions, which, in ſpite of every plauſible pretext, in- 
volve in them the claims of an inadmiſſible arbitrary 
power; or any unjuſt, becauſe ' impoſed, reſtrictions on 
their freedom ;—but you ſhall become, Sir, their gene- 
rous advocate, and demand for them a truly Britiſh liberty, 
that liberty which you yourſelf enjoy; then, Sir, you 
will be their friend indeed; then, Sir, every good man 
will give you prailez and 1 will venture to foretel that 


your eloquence, thus breathing pure truth, wiſdom and 


patriotiſm, will then be attended with the powers of 
perſuaſion, and obtain a ſure aſcendency over many 
minds that are now unmoved by it. It will no longer 
be ſtopped by the cloſing valves of ſuſpicion, and held 
back as a tuneful fong to pleaſe the ear; but will be 
allowed a free paſſage to the heart, and received there 
as a cordial, invigorating balm; congenial with all its 
erous feelings, its nobleſt emotions, its deareſt hopes. 
ow ſhall you ſee to remove the beam from the mini- 
ſterial eye, without firſt at leaſt plucking out the mute 
from your own II conjure you then, Sir; you, who 
are not wont to deal in ſophiſtry, or to elude the force 
of truth by ſubtlety, ſubterfuge,. or wilful deafneſs; you, 


whoſe penetrating genius hath enlarged the bounds of 
J ä true 
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true ſcience ; whoſe luminous eloquence is dreaded as the 


detector of talſrhood and the certain foe of all diſhoneſt 
darkneſs; you, who have greatly diſtinguiſhed yourlelt 
as a friend to the Britiſh conſtitution; you, who are not 
amongſt the wiſe ones who wear morality as a cloak, 
nor the wits who ſcoff at religion and all its facred obli- 
gations ; you, Sir, I conjure by all theſe conſiderations, 
to reflect ſeriouſly on what, with the honeſt freedom 
which becomes every man who hath the public good at 
heart, I haye pointed out to you; and then obey the 
truth-ſpeaking dictates of that monitor which God hath 
given you for your moral guide, I want you not, Sir, 
to break through your attachment to Lord Rockingham ; 
or to diſſolve any honourable connection that may enable 

ou to ſerve your country the more effectually. But let 
it be apparent that it is your 9 and not a party, 

ou mean to ſerve; that you are truly and wholly actu- 
ated by public ſpirit, and not by private intereſt, Flatter 


no man's weakneſs; defend no man's errors; miniſter 


to no man's ambition, at your country's expence. Lay 
aſide every party prejudice, and every ill founded ſyſtem ; 
eſpecially that which gave birth to the tyrannical and 
abſurd declaratory act of 1766. Prove yourſelf, by pu- 
rity of principle and conſiſtency of conduct, to be un- 
biaſſed, uninfluenced and independent: and leave us not 
to lament that faction and corruption are at the bottom 
of every pretence of ſerving the deſerted and deluded 
public; and to repeat, with a melancholy, a mournful 
emphaſis; + Cæſat hath friends; and Pompey hath 
t friends: but none are friends to Rome.“ 

I have repeated!y denied the legality, as we all deny 
the expediency, of the late and preſent Britiſh ſyſtem of 
American government: and the fields of alluſion are well- 
nigh exhauſted in order to illuſtrate theſe truths, "T'here 
are however a ſew alluſions more, which, if they have 
been made uſe of, I do not remember to have obſerved, 
But before I proceed to them, let me remark, that when 
we ſpeak of Great-Britain and America as mother and 
daughter, it is rather a deluſion than an alluſion as it 
tends to obſcure, not to illuſtrate their real relation to 
each other, For 'tis not the country of the new world, 
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brought as it were into exiſtence by late diſcovery, the 
inanimate earth, the trees, the focks and fones, which in 
old* England are the objects of our thoughts when we 
diſpute about the government of it; but it is the people, 
the inhabitants of that new world, which are, or ought 


to be, the objects concerning which we reaſon. Now it 


js evident that the preſent generation in this ſame old 
England, can with no propriety be eſteemed the parents 
of the preſent generation in America; and therefore are 


not intitted, on that plea, to any authority over them. 


Ic is evident alſo, that their true relation by Blood, is the 
ſame as that of two deſcendants from the ſame famil 

ſtock ; whoſe reſpective progenitors long ſince Red 
and branched into two diſtinct families. We may there 
fore with the ſtricteſt propriety, and with a clear illuſtra- 
tion of the principles I maintain, conſider Great- Britain 
(the nation, not the country; the people, not the foil ;) 
as the male deſcendant, repreſentative, and heir, of the 
elder, while we regard America as the blooming heireſs, 
of the younger branch. How lovely, how deſirable an 
object of enjoyment to Great-Britain, let every one judge 
But ſhall he, like an Eaſtern deſpot, doom her to a 
ſplendid wretchedneſs in his ſeraglio; never more to hold 
a ſocial commerce with any but her hated lord; nor to 
taſte the ſweets, the pure delights of liberty; and though 
mocked with the ſoothing title of Sultana, knowing too 
well ſhe is no better than the ſlave of his Juſtſul appe- 


tites? Or, like a ftill worſe Barbarian, a very banditti 


ruffian, unmoved at her tears and intreaties, and deaf to 
her cries, ſhall he brutiſhly think to ſtrike her to the 
earth, and while deprived of the powers of reſiſtance, to 
become her impious raviſher? But let him not forget, 
that ſhe nath a noble and indignant ſoul ; and that the 
poignard, with which ſhe hath been taught to arm her- 
ſelf, was he to make the foul attempt, might poſſibly, 
in the moment of her deſpair, be plunged with a deep 
and deadly ſtab into his guilty heart, and preſerve her 
honour unviolated. —No !—+* Better counſels ſhall guide 
* him,” Recovering from the ſtate of inebriation, in 
which the baſe ſycophants who fed his pride, and the 
vile pandars of his unlawful pleaſures, had artfully kept 
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this noble youth, for their own wicked purpoſes; and 


with a ſtern, majeſtic countenance, comman:/ing them 


from his preſence ; he ſhall view with his own eyes the 
lovely virgin; and recollecting their mutual tenderneſs 
from earlieſt infancy, and the inſeparable natuſe of their 
intereſts; acknowledging her native charms, and all her 
intrinſic worth; his fierceneſs in a moment ſhall melt 
into fondneſs ; when, leaving her to her juſt liberty and 
rightful independency, he ſhall court her to his embrace 
with a manly and generous franknels ; with ſincere love, 
honour and reſpect * while ſhe, wiping away the laſt 
falling tear, and giving to the winds all the anxieties 
with which his lately eſtranged affections had filled her 
aking boſom, all her preſent ſuſpicions, all her future 
fears and apprehenfions, ſhall, with angelic lovelineſs 
and heart-felt rapture, fly into his protecting arms; when 
inftantly the facred hymenea} rites and plighted vows {hall 
ſeal between them an indiſſoluble union. An union agree- 
able ro nature, to juſtice, and to treedom; and ſurely the 
ficteſt thag can be imagined for promoting their mutual 
intereſts! The nuptial contract, with the valuntary con- 
ſent of America ; and not a Brit! flatute, doing wilence 
to juſtice and her inclinations muſt be the Declaratory Act 
to Jimit their reciprocal duties, and the reſpective de- 
grees of control and ſubordination neceflary between 
them. But though I propoſe that America ſhall become 
the wife of Great-Britain, be it remembered, that I do 
not mean ſhe ſhall therefore obey his arbitrary will, not 
that he ſhall have a direct power to rule over here be- 
cauſe ſhe hath hitherto always behaved towards him as 
an affectionate kinſwoman, rendering him every good 


. office in her power; and becauſe ſhe cannot yet, the 
nuptials not being ſolemnized, have forfeited that natu- 
ral independency which God hath given her, by liften- 


ing to the ſugg: ſtions of the devil, and cauſing her huſ- 
band's ruin, as -Eve did that of Adam; and for which 
al-ne it Was, that ſhe was made ſubject to his will, by 
the ci of obedience, America therefore, vet being 
ſubject to this cu:fe, will be entitled to all the benefits 
of marrt.ge at its original inſtitution ; when God in his 
bounty beſtowed “ the dominion and property in ang 
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« over the fiſh of the ſea, the fowl of the air, and every 
« thing on the face of the earth upon hh, and wife 
« jonty,”” Gen. i 28, 29. Nor, prior to the curle, 
did he make any diſtinction between them, but what he 
hath alſo made between Great-Britain and America, 
The former was prior in exiſtence, and hath ſuperior 
wiſdom and ſtrength; not for the purpoſe of tyrannic 
rule, but -of guidance and protection : the latter is “ an 
« hely meet for him; nut in the abject condition of a 
Pave, but in that of a loving, reſpectful, and prudent 
wife, u faithful friend, a ſocial companion, And herein 
are laid, by the laws of nature, the true foundations for 
all the ſuperior influence and control that is *proper or 
deſirable for the huſband; and in which America, as a 
dutiful and faitkful wife, will ever acquieſce with plea- 
ſure. Let Great-Britain then ſay ; „ "This is now bone 
& of my. bones, and fleſh of my fleſh; ſhe ſhall be 
« called Britiſb America, becauſe ſhe was taken out of 
„% Britain : and therefore I will leave father and mother, 
& and will cleave unto my wife; and we will be one 
&« fleſh,” Gen. ii. 23, 24. As you lo frequently, Sir, 
reſort to holy writ, as to the genuine ſource of the /ub- 
lime and beautiful, you will not, I flatter myſelf, be diſ- 
pleaſed with theſe references to it; nor to the following 
quotation. with which I ſhall cloſe this letter: nor will 
the very ſingular, and moſt remarkable aptneſs with 
which it may be applied to Britiſb America, of whom, 
as the wife of Great-Britain, it might well paſs for a 
prophecy, be Joſt upon you. + Who can find a vir- 
« tuous woman? for her price is far above rubies (a). 
« The heart of her huſband doth ſafely truſt in her; 
& fo that he ſhall have no necd of ſpoil (3). She will 
&« do him good and not evil ail. the days of his life. 
«« She ſeeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly 
c with her hands. She is like the merchant ſhips; ſhe 
| « bringeth 


(a) As Britiſh America is in value far above Spaniſh and 
Portugueze America, abounding with precious ſtones and 


etals, ; 
(5) We had better cultivate our Jaborious North American 


commerce, than debauch and corrupt ourſelves with the ipoils 
of the tall, 
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c bringeth her food from afar. She riſeth alſo while it 
cc 


is yet night, and giveth meat to her houſehold and a 
& portion to her maidens. She conſidereth a field and 
« buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands ſhe planteth 
« a vineyard: (c). She girdeth her Joins with ſtrength, 
« and ſtrengtheneth her arms (d). She perceiveth that 
«© her merchandize is good (e): her candle goeth not 
« out by night. She layeth her hands to the ſpindle, 


c and her hands hold the diſtaff. She ſtretcheth out 


c her hand to the poor; yea, ſhe reacheth forth her 
« hands to the needy (/). She is not afraid of the 
© ſnow for her houſehold ; for all her houſehold are 
« clothed with double ”—— (g). She maketh her- 
« ſelf 2 of tapeſtry; her clothing is ſilk () and 

er huſband is known in the gates, when 
« he fitteth among the elders of the land. She maketh 
« fine linen, and ſelleth it; and delivereth girdles (i) 
ce unto the merchant. Strength and honour are ber 
c clothing; and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to come. She 
ce openeth her mouth with wiſdom, and in her tongue 
« is the law of kindneſs (4). She looketh well to the 
% ways of her houſehold (7); and eateth not the bread 
« of idleneſs. Her children ariſe up and call her bleſſed ; 
& her huſband alſo, and he praiſeth her. Many daugh- 
« ters have done virtuouſly (n), and have gotten riches ; 
« but thou excelleſt them all, Prov. xxxi. 


1 


(c) The cultivation of vines hath been attended to for ſome 
years in North America. « 

(4) Her militia is numerous and well diſciplined. 

(e) The non-importation agreements ſhew this. 

she feedeth and cloatheth thouſands of our poor manu- 
ſacturers. ; 

( g) Sec the margin to the text. 

(45) The ſouthern provinces of Georgia and the Carolinas 
produce fine ſilx. 

(i) Belts of wampum. . 

(4) Journal of the Proceedings of the Congreſs. 

(!) She has not a court-kalendar quite fo well filled with 
the names of placemen and penſioners as Great-Britain. 

(m) Sec the margin to the text. 
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It is with great reſpect, and a ſincere deſire that you 
may both merit and attain the name of patriot, that greateſt 


of all earthly appellations, regal and imperial titles not 
excepted, that I ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


SIR, 


\ Your obedient Servant, 


CONSTITUTIO. 
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LTHOUGH the foregoing parts of this work 


were all written with an earneſt deſire to ſerve the 
public, = they have not been publiſhed with an expec- 
tation of their being either well received or much attended 
to, by thoſe to whom * were immediately addreſſed !— 
until matters between Great-Britain and her colonies 
ſhould, through the raſhneſs of our counſels, be brought 
to extremities; and that, no longer having choice in our 
wer, we ſhould be reduced to act from neceſſity alone. 
erhaps there hath ſeldom been a cauſe leſs popular in 
this country, nor one that ouzht to have been more ſo, 
than that which the writer hath endeavoured to plead. 
That our colonies have a right to be independent, is a 
concluſion which I am well perſuaded muſt inevitably re- 
ſult from the queſtion ; whenever diſcuſſed with temper 
and patience, and with a liberal, candid and honeſt turn 
of mind. Of the truth of this obſervation I can aver, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that I have had perſonal expe- 
rience ; and that too, in inſtances where the perſons en- 
tered into the enquiry under the common prejudices of 
Britons in favour of the Britiſh ſovercignty over them. It 
was once my own prejudice, Like the reit of my coun- 
trymen not immediately concerned in the government, I 
had never reflected deeply on the ſubjeR ; nor indeed had 
the new matter with which it abounded, been ever treated 
of and committed to books. But the cries of America 
pierced my ears, and her complaints ſunk into my heart. 
I was moved, and I determined to try the cauſe of this 
| A | appellant 


( 7 


appellant in my own breaſt, I found it 1 x96 one, and 
that ſhe was really much aggrieved. he reſpondent 
denied not the facts; but attempted to juſtify them. To 
this end he produced a large collection of charters, ſtatutes 
and precedents, as the authorities upon which he had 
acted. © Don't theſe,” ſays he, remove every doubt? 
© Don't they prove that I have a right to impoſe accord- 
© ing to my ſovereign will and pleaſure, burthens and ſer- 
< vices, reſtraints and regulations upon this diſcontented 
* ungrateful wretch ? That I have a power in ſhort © to 
<< bind her in all caſes whatſoever * ?*”—And bind her 1 
will, —Is not this law? and is not law juſtice ?-Can 
any thing be plainer ?*—* Alas,” replied ſhe, © thoſe are 
the laws of your country, not of mine. My legiſlatoss 


you produce againſt me I never ſigned : how then, in 
any caſe, can they bind me? Much leſs can they bind 
me in all caſes whatſdever.— Theſe very writings, put- 
ting in force againſt me all my wrongs, are what I 
have moſt reaſon to complain of. They were all dic- 
tated, and ſigned and ſealed by you alone: how then 
can they conſtitute a reciprocal engagement between us ? 
How can the ſole act of one party lay another under an 
obligation? And beſides, I have from time to time, as 
my — 4 or my apprehenſions prompted me, and 
in the moſt humble manner, pleaded, petitioned, ap- 
pealed and remonſtrated againſt their unkindneſs, ſeve- 
rity, injuſtice and cruelty ; but all to no purpoſe. And 
they are now become ſo abominably tyrannical, fo to- 
tally devoid of humanity, that they are abſolutely into- 
lerable : and rather than degrade myſelf below the dig- 
nity of my nature by ſubmitting to them, I am reduced 
to the neceſſity of open reſiſtance f: and ] muſt add — 

* that 
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* Declazatory Act. | 

+ Mr. Bull, in his ſpeech on the third * the Ame 
rican Reſtraining Bill, as printed in the Public Ledger of the 
7th of April, 1775, ſays as follows: 


« Mr. SPEAKER, | | , 
1% I ſhall take up but very little of the time of the houſe ; 
I will only mention ſome acts relating to one very — 
article, 
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had no ſhare in making them. And thoſe bonds which 
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© that I am determined to endure, even unto death, ra- 


© ther than ſhamefully ſubmit to wear the chains intended 
| . © me. 


article, becauſe it has been the occaſion of the unhappy diſ- 


utes with, and the violent perſecution of, the Americans. 
k mean the article of tea. ; 

« At the time the Eaſt-India Company had in contempla- 
tion the ſending a quantity of tea to different parts of Europe 
as well as to America, and to apply to parliament for an act 
for that purpoſe, I had the honour to be called upon for my 
opinion of the meaſure by a very reſpectable perſon in the di- 
rection of the Eaſt-India Company, whoſe name I am ready 
to mention, if called upon by the houſe. . 

« My opinion then was, and I ſtill think it not ill- founded, 
that the ſcheme was ſo extravagantly wild, that it was impoſ- 
ſible it ſhould ever be carried into execution; but if it could, 
it would injure, not benefit, the company, as they could not 
ſend their tea to any market where it would bring ſo good a 

rice as at home. Beſides, it would be an act of great in- 
juſtice to the merchants here, who have always been ufed to 
buy for exportation at their ſales, As to ſending tea to Ame- 
rica, from a knowledge of their diſpoſition, the gentleman 
was informed they would not receive it ; they — vo upon 
it as ſent there, not to /erve them but to enſnare them; they 
—_ be exceedingly irritated ; they would moſt certainly de- 

a>.” 

Then after going through a very perſpicuous and ſatisfac- 
tory detail, in order to prove his poſitions, he thus concludes ; 

«« I will not trouble the houſe with any obſervations on 


- theſe fa&s; but I own I cannot be brought to believe that the 


tea was ſent to Boſton to raiſe money for the company, to get 
rid of their load of tea, or to prevent ſmuggling, becauſe 
each of thoſe ſalutary ends might have been anſwered without 
injuſtice, or offence to any individual. 

The purpoſe for which the tea was ſent to America, 


and the conſequences, are evident now to every man's under- 


ſtanding. 

„ For theſe reaſons, amongſt others very forcible and im- 
portant, which have been mentioned in this houſe, I hitherto 
have, and ſhall continue, to the utmoſt of my power, to /upport 
the Americans, thus injured and efprefſed by the cruel and vin- 
dictive meaſures of an adminiſtration, whoſe whole conduct 


breathes the ſpirit of —per/ecution and popery.” 


See alſo the notes to the ninth Letter, juſtifying the de- 
ſtruction of the tea at Boſton. * 
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me. — But it is wich reluftance and with grief of heart 
© I utter this declaration. Tis an overflowing of anxiety 
© and anguiſh of ſoul, *Tis not the language of revenge: 
© for in ſpite of your injuſtice and barbatuy, I cannot but 
© recolle& with fondneſs the time when, as kinsfolks and 


© friends we were united by the cloſeſt, the ſtricteſt and 


moſt delightful ties of love and mutual benefits. My 
heart bleeds at the recollection; and at this moment J 
would ſubmit to any hardſhip or reſtrajnt ſhort of the 
baſe condition of a ſlave, in order to be reconciled to 
my miſtaken and hard hearted perſecutor, and to be 
reſtored to his once-iriendly arms.* * This is all mighty 
well,” rejoins the reſpondent ;* © but I thought thou hadft 
known me better than to think of talking m.e out of my 
purpoſe, I have ſhewn thee the law: I have told thee my 
right, —I will have the whole of it: I will not abate an 
© jota,—Silence then to thy ſaucy tongue] I equally de- 
© ſpiſe thy flatteries and thy threats, Is it not written in 
© the law, that, of right I nave power to bind thee ?” 


NW NR „ A M a 6 


5 I have bound thee from the beginning *;” and I will 


s bind thee ſtill. In contempt of thy vain ſtruggles, I 
c tell thee, ingrate! I will have my bond ;“ or thy 
© blood ſhall pay the forfeit.” But alittle patience, and 
temper, — Sir, ſaid I: ought you not firſt to prove the 
right you had to make ſuch a law, before you plead its autho- 
rity? It would be greatly for the advantage of your cauſe, 
would you but condeſcend te demonſtrate this ſingle propoſi- 
tion by fair argument, Nay indeed, ſuch a demonſtra- 


tion would at once determine the cauſe in your favour. — 


« What! exclaims the lordly reſpondent, prove, argue 
6 and demonſtrate! My honour, my dignity forbid ! 
* No—that nonſenſe is the frivolous Buſineſs of „ the 
* ſchools 2, and to them I leave it. —Here are my proofs ; 
There are my arguments and demonſtrations.” Pardon 


me, Sir, replied I, all that is only paper and parchment 


except there were two contracting parties, which there 
were not; and except they be all figned and ſealed inter- 


changeably, upon equitable conditions, mutually and re- 
NPY -  Ciprocally 


®* Burke's Speech, 0 8g. 
+ Shylock. * 
} Burke's Speech, pag. 90. 


g 
f 
ö 
£ 


— 6. 


" 4 dt * * o 
— 4 


 ” ond, og bo” 


Ss ä cd 


r 


* . 
1 3 .%y a” WE -* - — 


Nan! 
ciprocally advantageous and obligatory, and binding upon 
both parties; Which all the world knows they are not. 
There is a certain conſtitutional maxim, which ſays, that 


a quid pro que is indiſpenſibly requilite for giving validity 
and obligatory virtue to any and to every contract between 


two parties, otherwiſe it is nuflus pactus, a void covenant. 
All theſe deeds are, to be ſure, legible enough; and ſure 
enough allo, have for their contents what you are pleaſed 
to recite — the writing is very fair, and they bear plenty 
of ſeals and ſignatures, royal and official: Be it enacted,” 
and other binding forms, ſtand in their accuſtamed places; 
and they wear withgl, to ſay truth, a cunſequential and 
reſpectable appearance. But this appearance alone will 
not be ſufficient for your purpoſe. If, as the appellant 
urged, and as indeed you boaſt, they were all of your 
own fabricating and impoſing, this alone, were they even 


unexceptionable in their conditions, renders them abſo- 


lutely nugatory. But if, beſides this, many of them are 
totally ſubverſive of juſtice and equity, utterly repugnant 
to the law of nature, and ſhocking to humanity, as upon 
the very face of them appears, how, Sir, can you forget 
what is due to your own character, and fo far depart from 
all that is right and reſpectable, as to plead, any longer, 
acts which are not only null and void for want of the 
eſſential principles of validity, but ſpecifically criminal 
and which it would be equally criminal. not to oppoſe and 
reſiſt ! Beſides, Sir, I fear that, ſhould you remove this 
cauſe once more, and put it at iſſue upon the laſt appeal, 
that even then, with all your ſuppoſed advantages, it 


might not terminate to your advantage. The race is 


« not. a/ways to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong z?? 
but ſometimes „ the mighty are put down, and the proud 
« are ſcattered in the imagination of their hearts. 
« My deeds,” ſays- he, upon my head! I ftand here 
* for. law; I ſtand here on my bond * ”—Be not obſti- 
nate, Sir, in a wrong cauſe ; peruſe, I beſeech you, theſe 
nugatory deeds (nugatory ſo far as relates to the point now 
in diſpute) without a prejudice to your own fide of the 
queſtion, and examine with equal attention and candour 
all that bath been urged againſt them, by your own friends 


as 
® Shylock. 
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as well as your enemies: you will then think differently, 
depend upon it; you will chearfully caſt them all aſide, 
and, reſuming your wonted frankneſs and good-nature, 
will treat with the appellant as your equa/ : for all are 
equals in acts of contract and convention, and in the ſcales 
of juſtice. Be wiſe, Sir, and be happy. Your future in- 
tercourle will, I promiſe you, be mutually honourable, 
pleaſing and 8 provided it be regulated by juſtice, 
temper and right reaſon. No, - exclaims the haughty 
reſpondent, I will make no conceſſions; I will not con- 
© deſcend to liſten to her pleadings, but at my feet. I 
© am not diſpoſed to ſtoop fo low as to treat, when I have 
power to command.—] reject with diſdain all obligations 
reciprocally binding, while I have power to bind the 
appellant, and to keep myſelf free to looſen or to tighten 
thoſe bonds as it may ſuit my caprice or my convenience. 
— On this point 1“ reaſon not at all *.” — They who 
heve neither fleets nor armies, nor „ nor a trea- 
ſury at command, may treat and reaſon if they pleaſe : 
but for myſelf— 


„ By my foul I ſwear 
© There is not pow'r in the tongue of man 
44 To alter me +.” 


a K „ K a +a „ 


6 J will have the law—I will have my bond,” 1 ſay; or 
the © rebellious blood of that traitreſs !” Since then, Sir, 
rejoined I for the laſt time, you reject alike all conciliatory 
propoſitions, and, raſhly making the laſt appeal, you truſt 
the iſſue of this cauſe to the ſword, why, be it ſo! 
Your deeds be upon your head !—And may the God of 
battles be a ſhield unto the feeble and oppreſſed ! 
Although, as I have faid above, that T did not expect 


the foregoing ſheets would for a ſeaſon be either well re- 
ceived or much attended to, by thoſe to whom they were 
more immediately addreſſed; as indeed I had little better 
expectations from the public in general, until the failures 
of all other expedients than that which is there propoſed, 


ſhould open their eyes. a little more; yet I truſt, that a 
diſcerning 


* Burke's Speech, pag. 87. 
+ Shylock. 9 
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| diſcerning and upright few have read them with approba- 


tion ; and, if I do not deceive m____ think there is to 

public ſentiment, which 
tends, though ſlowly, yet with certainty, to terminate in 
the concluſion I have long fince drawn from the premiſes 
which our American conteſt hath furniſhed us with. 


Thoſe who have given a careful attention to the whole 


of the literary altercation in pamphlets and other publica- 
tions, and viewed the queſtion allo as agitated by the able 
ſpeakers in the houſes of parliament, and have moreover 
deeply meditated upon it in their own minds, purſuin 

every material argument to its legitimate reſult, muſt 

am perſuaded have diſcovered that it ultimately turns upon 
this one point of dependency or independency. While this 
capital point remains undetermined, it appears to me quite 
a frivolous waſte of time to debate upon any other part 
of the queſtion, which is infinitely complex, while each 
part refers to this point: it is therefore this, as a leading 
principle on which all the reſt depends, that ought pri- 
marily to be conſidered and decided upon, before an 

other can be diſcuſſed with propriety or advantage. 1 
know not whether the American advocates have paid due 
attention to the fundamental principles which have given 
ſuch authority ana ſucceſs ro their ſeveral pleadings in fa- 
vour of their injured clients : but all of them, they may 
depend upon it, when faithfully traced up to their ſource, 
and allowed their full operation, will as neceſſarily and 
inconteſtably prove the rights of independency to belong 
to the Britiſh Americans, as they do ſupport the conſti- 
tutional rights of Engliſhmen. He who means to ſhew 
that thoſe people are not intitled to independence, and yet 
would argue in ſupport of their freedom, will ſoon contra- 
dict or confound himſelf; for in order thereto, he muſt 


| derive that freedom from other principles than thoſe of 


the Britiſh conſtitution ; which however no one has yet 
been ſilly enough to attempt. Now I do aſſert and will 
maintain, that, by the pure and genuine principles and 


the indiſpenſible maxims of that conſtitution, they are as 


much entitled to legiſlative independence as Engliſhmen are 
entitled to repreſentation in parliament, to trial by jury, or 
any other the moſt indiſputable conſtitutional benefit what- 

ſoever, 


4 


SED 
ſoever, becauſe their ſe/f-preſervation requires it. Would 


but their many able and patriotic friends amongſt us advert 
to this truth, poſſeſs themſelves of it clearly and fully, 
and ſpeak it out boldly, they would find it give a ſtrength 


and conſiſtency to their arguments, which at preſent they 


evidently want and muſt want without it, as it is the very 


ſoul of the cauſe, and which would not fail to impreſs an - 


irreſiſtible conviction on the generality of their hearers 
and readers. For my own part, I folemnly proteſt, that 
the main arguments in favour of the culonies, if not 
reſting on the foundation of their right to independence 
as a principle taken for granted, appear to my judgment 
very inconcluſive and unſatisfaftory. They prove indeed 
to demonſtration the impolitic and abſurd conduct of ad- 


miniſtration ; and they expoſe in ſtrong colours their in- 


humanity, which the principles of tyranny itſelf will not 
juſtify : but ſtill they leave the foundation of their arbi- 
trary power unmoved—untouched :—and fo long as na- 
ture itſelf doth not revolt at the exceſſes of their cruelty, 
they may, on theſe gentlemens @wn principles, continue 
tyrants, and plead the ſanctions of law and juſtice againſt 
the conſtitutional rights of the coloniſts. —So long as they 
admit that the Britiſp Empire, as we proudly phraſe it, 
comprehends within it the ſtates of America; fo long do 
they afford the miniſter all the means he wants for the 
arbitrary government of thoſe ſtates; arbitrary I ſay, be- 
cauſe it cannot be otherwiſe in our hands. If thoſe ſtates be 
truly and rightfully parts of this empire, they undoubtedly 
mult ſubmit to Britiſh: government; but Britiſh govern- 


ment, agreeable to the conſtitution, it is impoſſible, as hath _ 


been ſhewn, to adminiſter them from hence, What is 
the obvious reſult ? 

I am well aware, that by ſome I ſha}! be thought need- 
leſsly to ſpeculate and refine, and be warned againſt call- 
ing in doubt the authority of government with too nice a 
ſcrutiny, But to ſuch I anſwer, that no man would be 
more backward than myſelf to riſk the peace of ſociety, 
by bringing unneceſſarily into diſcuſſion latent and nice 
diſtinctions in favour of public liberty, which the govern- 
ing powers were wiſe and honeſt enough to leave dormant 
and at reſt as they found them. But when miſtaken, 
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that they know not which way to ſteer for ſaſety; and Jets 


( 270 
deſigning or violent miniſters avail themſelves of the paſſive 
inattention of the people to theſe diſtinctions in, their fa- 
vour, and thereupon ground a hope of lyccelsfully inno- 
vating upon the wholeſome guards and defences of the 
conſtitution ; when they make novel demands, introduce 
new and unſound precedents, cauſe them haſtily and in- 
decently to be paſſed into laws, and then, under the pre- 
tence, and alas! under the ſanction. of law, proceed to 
numberleſs and unheard-of oppteſſions, which the ſeel- 
ings of a Hottentet would inform him. were contrary to 
reaſon and to 22 ; and when they ſhut their ears againſt, 
complaints of theſe wrongs, treat humble petitions with, 
contempt, dutiful rzmonſtrances as acts af diſobedience to 
lawful authority, and conſtitutioual oppolition as rebellion ;. 


reiterating all the while their tytannical mandates with, 


more and more ſeverity every time they are nat laviſhly 
obeyed ;—when, I ſay, they do all this, and throughout, 
the whole reſt their juſtification on the letter ibe lau, 
let me aſk if it be not high time to /peculate, to refine, and 
have recourſe even to metaphyſical diſtinqtions , provided 
they be ferry Jeducible from truth: in ſhort, to ſcrutinize, 
their pretenſions to the marrow, to fathom them to the 
very bottom; in order to detect thoſe cavered rocks and 
ſand- banks which are the true cauſes of all that diſturbance 
we behold on the ſurface of out preſent political naviga- 
tion; and to warn the people againſt ſuffering the anchor 
to be caſt in ſuch foul ground at the peril. of ſhipwreck. ; 
or truſting any longer the guidance of the veſſel to helm(- 
men who have brought themſelves into ſuch a dilemma, 


through pride, ſhame and vexatiqn, fill perverlely refuſe to 
have recourſe to the compaſs of the conſtitution, which alone 
can ſet them right and bring them into pott. We muſt either 
do this, or reſign our American kindred to abſolute ſlavery as 
by law eſtabliſbed. And on this occaſion I mutt take leave to 
ſay, that to the advice of thoſe who recommend the ſup- 
preſſing of truth, we ſhould ever liſten with much caution 
or much jealouſy, according to their reſpective charafers, 


Some there are whom a pardonable timidity, and ſome 


whom an amiable humanity and benevolence of mind, in, 
1 - line, 
* Burke's Speech, pag. 89, 94. 
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cline, and often no doubt with reaſon, to this circumſpet 


and preventive conduct : but, for the far greater part, it 
is the artful and inſidious ſuggeſtion of crafty and ambi- 


tious men, who have gotten the power of the ſtate into 


their own hands; friends to all that myſtery, ignorance 
and ſuperſtition on which the keeping of their abuſed au- 
thority depends, and by which their odious vices are to be 


gratified at the expence of the credulous people. Whereas 


it-is in the divine conſtitution of things that fallacy in 
ifſelf, though not perhaps immediately hurtful, hath ever 
a neceflary tendency to introduce evil into the moral and 
political ſyſtems of the world ; while truth, on the con- 
trary, tends as naturally and neceſſarily to the final, though 


not perhaps to the preſent, introduction of good. Where 
indeed there is no attempt to eſtabliſh fallacies for wicked 


purpoſes, it may often be more for the peace and welfare 
of ſociety that we do not too curiouſly ſearch after every 
hidden truth; but when that diabolical attempt is once 
made, we cannot eaſily go too deep in our enquiries after 
it, nor can we place it in too ſtrong a light. Happy will 
it be for future generations, if their princes and miniſters 
ſhould profit themſelves of the wiſe refleftions on this de- 
licate ſubject which they may find in the excellent Con/ide- 
rations on the meaſures carrying on with reſpect to the Britiſh 
colonies in North America, p. 22—27. | 

Mere we not carefully to diſtinguiſh between general 
maxims and their exceptions, the writer might, under the 
authority of the foregoing one, have been totally filent on 


the ſubject of theſe eſſays: but we truſt that the reaſons 


aſſigned for the part acted on this occaſion, will not only 
acquit us of the baſe and wicked deſigns of an incendiary, 
an unnatural child of Great-Britain, or a traiterous fomen- 
tor of rebellion; (charges very liberally beſtowed by a 
certain claſs of perſons on even thoſe champions of Ame- 


rican freedom, who have not however as yet given utter- 


ance to that horrible word independence) but that we ſhall 
in time be allowed to have ſpoken with the warning voice 
of a faithful, though unwelcome monitor; of a 13 
affectionate and determined friend, though no flatterer. 
Conſcious of no other motives than what are becoming of 
this character, we ſhall proceed to deliver ſomewhat more 


fully 


\ — N ; <> 
„r 


br H 
7 


| 
1 
| 


r. 


3 
IF 


| Ene) 

fully what at firſt we rather hinted than explained. Though 
now indeed it is not our intention to ſay more than is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to prevent cavils, and in order to furniſh 
materials for thinking upon, to thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
think : for, from thoſe to whom even thinking is too great 
a trouble, we muſt not expect the {till greater effort of 
acting in the public cauſe z wherefore it is needleſs to ſpend 
our time in voluminous writing for their information. And 
after all, thoſe, alas! who are moſt capable of judging, 
and whoſe duty it is to judge of, and to conduct, the pub- 
lic affairs, are the laſt it ſhould ſeem from whom attention 
is to be expected. 

But notwithſtanding the people, for want of thoſe in- 
formations obtained by miniſters and ſtateſmen, are leſs 
able to judge accurately, yet it is their juſt praiſe that they 
are diſpoſed to judge as well as they can, and have a real 
deſire that hag ſhould be conducted for the beſt, the 
good of the whole being alone conſulted. It is therefore 
that the judgment of the people, with all its defects, is to 
be Ex that every aſſiſtance is to be afforded it by 
thoſe who mean well; and that its ſlow progreſs in arriving 
at ripeneſs and maturity is to be allowed and waited for 
with patience, Like the nut, when moſt ripe it is the 
moſt ſolid. The people, though flow indeed to receive 
inſtruction, will however in the end liſten to reaſon and 
learn wiſdom. Wich them, the beſt arguments and moſt 
upright plans will ever be finally approved; and through 
them alone it is that the friends of public liberty muſt hope 
to influence the deciſions of the cabinet and the moſt 
eſſential meaſures of adminiſtration, where even two or 
three virtuous men, though ever ſo reſponſible to the pub- 
lic from the nature of their offices, cannot, it is preſumable, 
guide and direct as they would wiſh ; but find themſelves 
under the neceſſity of either abandoning the“ helm wholly 
to bad men, or elſe of carrying into execution meaſures 
which they often in their hearts condemn and ſometimes 
abhor. Sad alternative! And unhappy that ſtate where 
wiſdom and virtue are thus of neceſſity obliged to vail to 
vice and inſufficiency ! But ſuch the alternative muſt ever 
be in this country, until the people ſhall exert themſelves 
to purify the fountain of 88 or until the * 
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dual ho hath alone the power of doing it himſelf, ſhall 
greatly undertake the noble, the god-like taſk ; and for 
that purpoſe fele&t about him and reſolutely ſupport a few 
counſellors of an unfaſhionable virtue and ſterling patriotiſm, 
wiſe and intrepid enough to work ſo thorough and fo ne- 
ceſlary a reformation, in contempt and deſpite of the ſer- 
vile and adulatory, the intereſted and artful, the ambitious 
and treacherous counſels of thoſe ſycophants and devour- 
ing locuſts that are the general curſe of courts and of 
their country. Whatever may have been ſuggeſted to him 
by thoſe in his boſom confidence, he will find this the 
ſureſt road to happineſs and glory; and the only road to 
an extraordinary degree of power, which would then be 
as unbounded as Britain and Britiſh America in cloſe union, 
actuated by one ſoul, and moving in one direction, could 
confer. That ſuch a glory, eclipſing all the glories of 
antiquity would tranſcend whatever hath irradiated any 
earthly diadem, that ſuch a power would in the compariſon 
reduce to mere littleneſs the boaſted power of imperial 
Rome, and cauſe that proud miſtreſs of the then feeble and 
barbarous world to hide her diminiſhed head, is a propoſi- 
tion as undeniable, in my humble opinion, as that health, 
vigour and length of days are the natural effects of tempe- 
rance; honour and happineſs the uſual offspring of virtue. 

When 1 firſt undertook to publiſh my ſentiments on the 
critical ſituation of this country with her colonies, I was 
far from deſpairing that others “would come after me 
« mightier than 1“; and it is with infinite ſatisfaction 
I have obſerved to ariſe, one after another, ſeveral exce]- 


lent and moſt reſpectable writers on the ſubject, “ the 


8e Jatchet of whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to looſe *. I, in- 
deed, with a feeble voice, warned a heedleſs generation to flee 
from theeviltg come, or more properly to prevent its coming; 
but there are thoſe who have ſucceeded me, of whom to 
an infatuated people I might with much verity ſay (I hope 
without prophaneneſs, for though I adopt the emphatical 
language of holy writ, I mean no compariſon between the 
perſons ſpoken of), “there ſtand ſome among you whom 
„ye know not ;“ preachers of peace and prognen: = 

h car 


*-St Luke, chap, iii. 
+ St. John, chap. i. ver. 26, 
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hear them: Would to heaven that miſtaken miniſters 
and a miſguided prince would, after the example of the 
conſcious publicans, ſay unto them, “ Maſters, what ſhall 
c we do?” And that the ſoldiers likewiſe would demand 
« of them, and what ſhall! we do? Becaufe the former 
muſt receive for anſwer, ** Exa&t no more than that which 
« js appointed you; and the latter would be taught to 
C Do violence to no man, neither dccuſe any falſely *.“ 
While theſe greater teachers continue to enforce their ad- 
monitions with ſuperior eloquence and argument, and with 
many an inſtructive reference to the page of hiſtory, it 
being mine to purſue a different path in the ſame pilgri- 
mage, I mean ſtill to keep within the ſphere I firſt allotted 
myſelf. 1 ſhall continue to avoid as much, as poſſible all 


. recitals of ſtatutes and authorities, all references to facts 


and precedents, all appeals to records ahd hiſtories, as 
things too often uncertain, vague, indeterminate and con- 


tradictory one of another; leading to diſputation rather 
than to truth and happineſs, except comprehenſively un- 


derſtood, examined and compared with unbiaſſed candour, 
and treated of in the moſt maſterly manner. My refe- 
rences are to a law and a conſtitution which at all times 
paſt, preſent and to come, have ipoken, do ſpeak, and ever 
will ſpeak the ſame language without any alteration or 
ambiguity. My appeals are to the common ſenſe, the 
hearts and conſciences of my countrymen, If they mean 
honeftly to themſelves and to one another, it will not be 
neceſſary for their friends to be at the trouble of writing 
in a large and voluminous way for their inſtruction. But 
ſuch indeed is the real way of the world, that the writings 
of honeſt men of every ſpecies will be of uſe, and thoſe 
of the kind I do not pretenq; to, if well executed, the moſt 


| fo. However, on the ſubject” now under conſideration, 


they ſeem to have begn carried nearly to their full length ; 
all in a manner that can be ſaid in that way, hath been 
ſaid ; and for the preſent the ſubject ſeems to be exhauſted. 
On the contrary, the line which I have ventured on, I 
fear with too much preſumption, appears to have been 
neglected: and furely there is field enough for the diſplay 
of knowledge, the proof of genius, and the exerciſe of 


judgment. 


St. Luke, chap. iii. 


e 


judgment. I have but as it were paſſed through it, gather- 
ing only a ſlender ſpecimen of its productions, a few. of 
its ſpontaneous fruits and flowers which offer themſelves 


to the hand of every traveller: but to him who hath 


ſtrength and talents for the culture, there is an aſſurance 


of a golden harveſt. But until this wiſhed- for huſbandman 
ſhall arrive, and while we have yet a moment's breathing 


time ere the bill of famine ſhall have driven the inſul 
coloniſts to deſperation, and the fatal conſequences ſhall 
come upon us like a whirlwind ; and with ardent, anxious 


hopes for the beſt, I return once more and for the laſt 


time to my poſt. 
It is not in order to diſpute, for to that there is no end; 
it is not to recapitulate the endleſs errors of adminiſtrations 


fince 1763, for that too would be a tedious taſk : neither 


is it to repreſefit what might have been the happy effects 
had we invariably proceeded in our ancient courſe of policy 
towards the colonies, before the ſcheme of taxation made 
the firſt breach between us; not yet is it to play the ſtate- 
tinker by pretending to beat out the bruiſes of a battered. 
veſſel, to folder up its cracks, and once more to unite by 
cramps and rivets its ſeparating parts, when theſe very 
ſuperadditions would only, like the new cloth in the old 


garment *, rend to pieces its worn-out ſubſtance, and haſten 


the more rapidly its final deſtruction, No; it is not any 
one of theſe impracticable and uſeleſs labours I am about 
to undertake ; but, ſince this ſame crazy veſſel is of the 
pureſt metal, yet not well adapted to our future uſe by 
reaſon of its very unwieldy magnitude, and having out-lived 
the faſhion of the times in which it was wrought, I mean 
that we ſhould act the part of r och and 


caſt it anew . Inſtead of one out- ſiz ed veſſel, conſiſting 
| . | of 


St Matt. chap. ix. ver. 16. | 
+ In order that the dangerous language of alluſion may not 
miſlead, let it be obſerved that it is not the conſfitation of fate 
either in Great-Britain or the colonies J mean to caſt anew ; 
but their relationſbip, their mutual dependence and the terms of 
their intercourſe. Inſtead of the impracticable endeavour to 
prove'them to be, and the equally vain attempt for holding 
them together as, one empire; I would have us open our eyes 
to 
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of two parts ill joined to each other, like the bulky extre - 
mities of a waſp held together by a too-feeble waiſt, and 
ever liable to be wounded and even to break aſunder at 
the point of contact, I would have us mould it into two 
ſeparate and diftin parts or 'members, which yet, like 
the ball and ſocket, ſhould intimately correſpond and har- 
monize throughout their whole extent, wholly filling and 
embracing each other reſpectively. Thus would they be 


| inſeparably united; yet their union ſuch as to leave each 


free to move and act, independent of the other, in every 
reſpe& but that of a capacity to fall away from and deſert 
its companion ; and thus would oy be perfectly fitted for 
co-operation one with the other. By theſe means tos the 
ſtrength, ſolidity and durableneſs of both would be improved 
and increaſed, in proportion to the reduction of ſurface and 
contraction of dimenſions in each. Hereby alſo we ſhould 
perfectly remedy all thoſe defects in their original conſtruc- 
tion, which neither were nor could be foreſeen by thoſe 
perſons, who through a great variety of different and jarr- 


- ing defigns and motives, and at many different periods of 
time without any kind of concert or —_— plan, put 


their ſeveral ſucceſſive hands to this imperfect work: and 
all apprehenſions of future breaches, diviſions or total 
ſeparation, would be for ever removed ; at leaſt to a pe- 
riod too far diſtant in the infinity of time to be foreſeen. 
While almoſt the whole legiſlature, for aught that I 
know to the contrary, are unanimous in maintaining the 
grand principle on which adminiſtration act, namely, that 
the — are ſubject to the ſupreme legiſlative power 
of Great-Britain, and acts conſiſtently enough ſo long as 
it has that foundation to go upon; and while a great 
majority of the people are of the ſame way of thinking, 
and ſtill believe themſelves intitled, though they know not 
how, to the very flattering diſtinction and glory of having 
a ſhare in this ſame ſupreme legiſlative power; that is to 
ſay, while the miniſters have the popular voice in ſupport 
Ws 8 
to truth, and follow the dictates of wiſdom, by —_— they 


are not, ought not to be, and cannot be one empire ; and then 
uſe the belt means in our power for forming a conjoint and 


| beneficial confederacy of them, as ſeparate, free, and inde- 
pendent ſtates. 


ft 


of the fundamentals of their American ſpe of govern- 
ment ; ſureiy they muſt be thought to have managed ill 
in purſuing aneaſares that meet with general diſlike and 
ndemnation, as arbitrary in an extreme, and directly 
ere of the conſtitution. Whence this inconſiſtency 
and contradiction in public ſentiment ? Muſt we not learn 
to account for it by conſidering. the difference of aeZing 
upon falſe principle, and of merely entertaining them as 
ſpeculative nations iu our awn minds? Is not the unreflect- 
ing and man- affecting youth continually profeſing, a wiſh 
that he could debauch the ſiſter or the daughter of his 
riend or acquaintance, and is there not ſophiltcy enough 
in the flattering language of his paſſions to perſuade him 
tis a meritorious, or at leaſt a harmleſs act: although we 
often know that he is the fartheſt from being raſcal enough 
coolly to premeditate and unfeelingly. to perform all the 
wiles and villainy neceſſary to carry his idle profeſſions into 
action; and that the firſt act of baſeneſs in his progreſs, 
touching with felf-contempt his feeling heart, would open 
his eyes, and cauſe him to look with horror and deteſtation 
upon what he fo lately conſidered as fair and reputable. 
DO it is not to be wondered at that the ſpeculative notions, 
the youthful opinions of an uninitructed and unteflecting 
people, flattered and miſled by national pride and Vanity, 
and moreover duped into a belief that the fruition of 
American delights is not to be had without Britiſh, ſove- 
reignty, ſhould on this occaſion be favourable to the ſup- 
2 of that very miniſterial violence and injuſtice which 
however ſhocks them in the exerciſe, But did a true ſenſe of 
the political guilt of adminiſtration ſtrike home upon their 
hearts, we may be very certain they would no longer contribute 
to it by a heedleſs —— of ſuch ſentiments; but with one 
voice confeſs their error and expreſs their unanimous difappia- 
bation of meaſures ſo contrary to the conſtitution. While 
19 conſiderable a party thus do miſchief by ſuffering their 
reaſon and their virtuous principles to fleep, there is much 
more harm done by thoſe, who for the ſake of popularity 
and their own purpoſes, profeſs in a great meaſure that 
which is right, while we know they have no principles at 
all, and are the mere flaves of intereſt and a traiterous 
ambition. Theſe are the profeſſed libertines and confirmed 
2 ö debauchees 
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debauchees in politics ; who, while they laugh at the plain 
orthodox doctrines in government, bold yet a certain lati- 
tudinarian, pliable, free-thinking kind of a faith, which 
may very conveniently be interpreted either this way or 
that, as ſhall be neceſſary to condemn a rival or to juſtify 
themſelves for the ſelf-ſame actions. Theſe men, when 
miniſters, will commit adultery with a ſtate in wedlock, 
violate the virginity of a colony, or hold an inceſtuous 
commerce. with the mother-country without one one 
of compunction; and can produce you their philoſophica 
creed with many a nice diſtinction, many a ſubtle ſtroke 
of caſuiftry, which, though it is impoſſible to underſtand, 
they will moſt religiouſly aſſure you not only affords them 
a juſtification, but enjoins on them what they have done 
as a poſitive and indiſpenſable _ But then, let the 
wheel of court-fortune give but a fingle turn, and topple 
them out of the ſeat of power, this ſame creed ſhall in- 
ftantly be produced to prove the clean contrary. Nay, 
their piety is now ſhocked to ſuch a degree at deeds ſo 
foul and enormities ſo groſs, and their zeal for the true 
faith runs ſo high, they lift up their voices and cry aloud, 
that the preſent perpetrators of their own crimes are not 
men but monſters, not ſound political divines but tate 
dæmons, and that nothing leſs than their blood can make 
atonement for their crimes. Of this ſtamp I fear are too 
many of thoſe who are now ready to tear the miniſter in 
pieces for coercing the colonies into obedience to that very 
authority which they themſelves contributed to eftabliſh, and 
even now (in order to preſerve the means of acting the 
tyrant themſelves when it ſhall again come to their turn) 
maintain they are ſubjeft to. After concurring to lodge in 
any man's hands an unjuſt and arbitrary power, tis ridi- 
culous to talk of his abuſing it. We might with as much 
reaſon cut a breach- in our bank, and complain of the 
river for overflowing our lands. It is not, in my opinion, 
by carping and cavilling at this propoſal and that plan of 
the miniſter, or running counter to all his meaſures, that 
his opponents are to ſhew their patriotiſm at this criſis z 
but firſt, by making a conqueſt within their own breaſts 
over all the pride, ambition and inordinate love of rule 
which they ſhall find there; and then by contending like 
C men 
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men for the grand conſtitutional principles and fruit, not 
the empty forms and huſks of government. Before I can 
compliment theſe gentlemen with my ſuffrage for the mi- 
niſter's power being transferred to their better keeping, 
they mult convince me that they differ with him in eſſentials. 
I mult perceive that they allow and maintain that the colo- 
niſt's title to liberty is as good and as extenſive as their 
own; and that they ſtrive with all their ſtrength to procure 
them ſuch a liberty. When they do this, they will have 
the ſuffrages of moſt reflecting, diſpaſſionate and upright 
men to favour their then hone? ambition. But here, alas! 
is the ſtumbling-block. They can reproach the miniſter 
with a deſign againſt the liberties of America; they can 
talk, and talk, and ſay abundance of fine things in favour 
of freedom: but, once mention to them the word :nde- 
pendence, they ſhrug their ſhoulders and cry, that is car- 
C 7 things too far; American freedom is very con- 
ſiſtent with a parliamentary legiſlative ſupremacy” (this 
indeed is coming to the point, would they but give us 
their proof of this propoſition ; but that I believe they will 
find cannot be given.) The coloniſts, ſay they, are 
certainly entitled to liberty; but (according to Mr. 
« Burke's language) it muſt be a ſubordinate liberty :'” 
© jt muſt not be allowed more than the ample range of a 
parliamentary managerie, which is „ enough ſurely for 
« the eaſe and happineſs of man *; or its wings muſt be 
< properly clipped, in order to keep it within the bounds 
c preſcribed it by the ſuperintending and controlling power 
© of the preſent ſtate.” The plain Engliſh is, that not 
being the miniſter, they are not diſpoled to ſympathize 
with him in his inordinate love or extravagant exerciſe of 
power ; but when it is their own dearly-beloved power, as 
members of the Britiſh legiſlature, which is to be parted 
with, they are then all ſenſibility and ſhrink at the very 
thought. Here's the rub that makes tyranny of ſo long 
« life 1.“ A change of meaſures only in American af- 
fairs, would probably be more ſatisfying to the public than 
any change of men which could be made in the American, 

or Chief reſponſible department. 
Perhaps 

* Burke's Speech, pag. 94. 
+ Hamlet's Solitoguy. 
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Perhaps there cannot in nature be fo ſtrong a refutation 
of the ſenſeleſs poſition that, the colonies are virtually 
(un is actually, for the terms are as nearly as poſſible 
ynonimous) repreſented in the parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain,” as the general feelings (of which are born the general 
opinions,) of the bulk of the people on the two ſides of 
the Atlantic. The people of Great - Britain, notwithſtand- 
ing how greatly they are abuſed in this particular, do feel 
that they enjoy an actual and virtual repreſentation, ſuch 
as it is; and they do firmly believe it, nay they know it 
of a certainty. But, with regard to their American friends 
being ſo repreſented as themſelves, and that the very men 
whom they alone have deputed are the repreſentatives of 
the ſaid Americans, it net coming bome to their feelings, nor 
being level with their under/landings, ſome think one way, 
ſome another, as information, attention or clearneſs of 
intellect enables them to judge: whereas on the contrary, 
there is not an American cn the whole continent who can be 
uch an ideot as to believe he is repreſented in a parliament 
compoſed of men, in the electing and deputing of whom 


not one American, as an American, did or could give a 
. ſuffrage; becauſe the certainty of the ill conſequences, 


the ſelf-evidency of the point, his common fenſe, and 
every feeling of his mind, all give the lie direct to the 
impudent . G0. How it can be demonftrated there- 
fore, that they are ſubje& to the authority of ſuch a par- 
liament *, and that of right it ſhould have a power of 
binding them in all caſes whatſoever, I confeſs once 


more I am totally unable to conceive. This is not the 


doctrine of the conſtitution ; for that doth in every volume, 
in every line, in every letter, teach and inculcate the very 
Contrary, 

C 2 I never 


* The enemies of liberty may ſave themſelves the fruitleſs 
trouble of endeavouring to perſuade us, that there 1s any 
myſterious virtue in the nature of the legiſlature on account 
of its conſiſting of a king and lords, as well as repreſentatives 
of the people, to rule over and bind the coloniſts ; for the con- 
ſtitution knows of no legiſlative powers whatever which are 
not partaken of by the people, who are to ſubmit their action: 
to their authority, | 
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I never before knew that any ſtate of being would 
admit of two different definitions repugnant to each other z 
and I am curious to ſee this new phenomenon in logic, — 
a definition to prove liberty to be one thing under the 
riſing, and quite a different thing under the ſetting ſun : 
and the more ſo, as it ſeems to have an immediate rela- 
tion to another matter, which is one of the grand deſiderata 
in ſcience, and a point of high importance to the maritime 
world. Should but this new-diſcovered liberty be found 
to vary from the liberty of Great-Britain in any certain 
regular proportion as we go eaſtward or weſtward, which 
no doubt will be as clearly demonſtrable as its own exiſt - 
ence, we ſhall then have nothing more to do than to 
calculate the exact difference of liberty between any two 
meridians, thoſe for inſtance of London and Boſton in 
New-England, and this will give us at once their differ- 
ence of longitude, and ſave the philoſophers a world of 
trouble. What a happy diſcovery! How the ſciences caſt 
lights upon one another! Who could have thought we 
ſhould be at once indebted to the ſame benefactors for a 
new ſpecies of, I had like to have ſaid a new invented 
liberty and a diſcovery of the longitude? Aſter this hint, 
they will be much to blame if they do not puſh on their 
reſearches and perfect their diſcovery ; ſince ſuch ſolid re- 
wards will now await the ſucceſs of their labours. I pro- 
miſe them I will take no advantage of the ladder they have 
provided, by running up before them and ſnatching away 
the golden prize.— 

The reader will have perceived that I am of opinion, 
the preſent political agitation of things, where all is fer- 
mention and turbid ebullition, will either refine itſelf into 
a happy /elution, where all ſhall again be tranſparent and 
ſerene; and wherein Britiſh commerce, wealth, dignity 
and ſtrength ſhall all be ſuſpended and ſuſtained by affinity 
and the ſweet influence of attraction in the rectified ſpirit 
of American liberty and independence, without injury to 
its clearneſs, beauty or. reliſh ; or elſe, that it will ſlug- 
giſhly ſubſide into an undefined and undefinable mixture 
of liberty and tyranny, of partial benefits and reciprocal 
injuries, with the putrid dregs of corruption ever at the 
bottom for increaſing this muddineſs on every motion by 
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its foul contaminations, in order to prevent the people from 
| TY the ſpecific ingredients which are the nauſeous 
and baneful components, or at leaſt from being able to 
aſcertaig their quantities and proportions ſo as to know 
how to provide themſelves with a proper and ſufficient 
antidote. He will litzewiſe have perceived that this is a 
mixture I am not very willing to have poured down the 
throat of America, or adminiſtered to this country as the 
proper remedy in her preſent vital decay. Indeed, fo far 
as relates to the future health and preſervation of the colo- 
nies, I have much more faith in the healing virtues of the 
following excellent ſimples—legiſlative ſeparation and in- 
dependence, provincial ſeparation and independence one 
of another, an excluſion of all military policy, except 
that of ſelt-defence by militia, conſtant jealouſy and watch- 
fulneſs for the perpetuation ot liberty, together with a par- 
ticular and a general commercial and protective maritime 
alliance with Great-Britain: as on our own part, my 
only hope lies in parliamentary, and conſequently national 
| reformation, which however J fear nothing but ſome ſevere 
calamity will bring us to; in our thirſt for dominion being 
moderated and reſtrained within natural bounds ; in pub- 
lic integrity, public ceconomy, public induſtry and public 
ſpirit. Theſe are the beſt, and I verily believe the only 
preſervatives of their conſtitutions and reſtoratives of our 
own. Did but theſe become the general opinions of thoſe. 
who are really friends to their country, and American in- 
dependence the firſt immediate object of their joint labouts, 
I ſhould hope there is yet righteouſneſs enough left to ſave 
our city: and I am perſuaded, even to conviction, that 
this wWholeſome regimen would infuſe ſuch new life, ſpirit 
and vigour into the conſtitution of Great-Britain, as in its 
political effects ſhould exceed in the intrinſic value and 
tranſcend in luſtre all that ever hath been experienced by 
any nation upon earth. Even America, whoſe portion 
would be the ſmalleſt, would find herſelf in true and per- 
manent happineſs, if not in ſplendor, ſuperior to the moſt 
renowned empire of ancient or modern times; and per- 
haps not inferior to Great Britain, her auguſt huſband 
himſelf, if I may be indulged in that adopted term. 


But 
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But yet I am aware, that 1 have the old and the grand 
objection to my propoſal ſtill to contend with. It will 
ſtill be urged, that when you ſhall have acknowledged 
and ſealed this independency to the colonies, and done 
your beſt to ſecure for yourſelves the beneficial monopoly 
of their trade and other advantages, by the general league 
of perpetual amity and alliance, of protection and compen- 
ſation, they will pay no ſort of regard to ſuch engagements 
on their parts; and then you will no longer, for want of 
your ſovereign legiſlative authority, have power to compel 
their compliance. I have already ſpoken, as the reader 
will recollect, to this queſtion. I have already obſerved, 
that we ſhall ſtill have the ſame force for awing America 
into a faithful obſervance of her treaties that we now have 
to enforce obedience to a diſputed and odious ſovereignty *, 
which is growing more and more odious every day; and 
this with many obvious advantages that do not attend the 
exettions of our preſent authority: ſo that I will only far- 
ther requeſt a ſuſpenſion of judgment until the reader ſhall 
have examined and ſcrutinized the propoſal itſelf; as it 
ſtands in its new and improved dreſs towards the cloſe of 
this poſtſcript, in the form of a draft for a declaratory and 
conciliatory act of parliament, Let it ſpeak for itſelf, It 
will at leaſt, I flatter myſelf, give better ſecurity for the 
grand colonial benefits which, I preſume, are the proper 
objects of our care and policy, than the preſent red-hot 
ſyſtem of coercion to we know not what, ſhould it even 
ſucceed to the utmoſt wiſh and deſire of adminiſtration ; 
of which however we may very reaſonably doubt. And 
ſhould it fail, what have we then to look for !—It may be 
well with us in that day if nothing worſe than. national 
bankruptcy and beggary ſhall befall us. 

Now the utmoſt failure of the policy recommended in 
theſe eſſays, which, without violating all credibility, it is 
poſſible to conceive, cannot at the worſt make the Ame- 
ricans our enemies, and thereby invite other rival ſtates to 
make, war upon us; neither can it produce any other 
important ill conſequences, or greatly diminiſh the trade 
and ſtrength of this kingdom. That the commercial re- 
ſtraints to which the league ſhall bind them, may be fre- 

quently 


* American Independence, pag. 65. 
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quently evaded by the Americans, I am very ready to 
grant, And when this is granted, Jet me aſk if I have 
not granted all that we have to apprehend as diſadvanta- 
eous to us from that ſyſtem. Has the poſſeſſion of our 
Crndancy,, | pray, hitherto been found ſufficient to pre- 
vent ſmuggling and illicit commerce; or is there any 
newly diſcovered virtue in that kind of authority by which 
it will more effectually operate in thoſe caſes hereafter ? 
Doth the ſovereign power in this iſland, where it is per- 
fe, prevent theſe practices on any part of our own coaſts, 
and even daily under the very noſe of government in the 
capital? Let the objectors only ſay by what rule, while 
we continue to govern America by parliamentary autho- 
rity, their clandeſtine trade is to be prevented; and J will 
undertake to provide regulations among the conditions of 
the general league and the ſeparate treaties full as effectual 
for anſwering the ſame ends. In ſhort, the objection that 
the American ſtates will not obſerve the propoſed treaties 
with Great-Britain, merely becauſe of their being in a ſlate 
of freedom, appears to me, when it comes from the well- 
meaning, to be an objection of timidity, of narrow com- 
prehenſion and error; as I am ſenſible it is, from too 
many others, an objection of national pride and prejudice 
that hath nothing to do with national dignity : while there 
is another ſtill, and that I fear the moſt powerful, though 
not the molt numerous party, from whole ready lips and 
reſtleſs pens it is an objection of ſervility, baſeneſs, trea- 
chery, filthy avarice, boundleſs ambition, and every other 
vice which in confederacy with deſpotiſm, is found to be 
eteroally at enmity with liberty and public happineſs. 

By men whole ſouls for ever dwell in the darkneſs and 
chaos of contending paſſions, whoſe minds are over-gorged 
with an indigeſtible load of reading, and whoſe experience 
hath all lain in the hollow ways and beaten tracks of 
official buſineſs, or in the crooked and under-ground paths 
of corrupt policy, the propoſal I make will in all probabi- 
lity be rejected without conſideration, merely becauſe 
« the file affords no precedent *: and the rule I have 
obſerved, of arguing ſomewhat abſtractedly; and refewing 
only to that beſt criterion of good government, the "_= 

| fo 

* Burke's Speech, pag, 48. 
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fold mirror compoſed of the conflitution of England, the 
law of nature, and the religion of Chriſt, is not I know 
more likely to meet with their approbation. But men of 
intrinfic worth, of liberal natures, of*great and indepen- 
dent fouls, who have fearched into books and men more 
with the mental eye than the bodily organ, and who, 
taking an enlarged view of things, have reconnoitred well 
the geography of the moral and political world from the 
eminences of exalted genius and wiſdom ; men who know 
bow to ſtrike out new paths and to open new communi- 
cations as new occaſions ſhall require; men of this ſtamp, 
I ſay, will be indulgent to my mode of proceeding, and 
give at leaſt a candid examination to what is laid before 
them. While deeply engaged in comprehenſive and com- 
plicated plans, while marſhalling and ordering the vaſt 
array of a nation's affairs, and occupied in active ſervices 
to their country, they will be thankful for any hint which 
may ſerve to correct the little overſights and irregu- 
Iarities of their movements, and for the occafional com- 
munications of thoſe diſcoveries which their leſs occupied 
attendants, even the meaneſt of them, may accidentally 


bave made before them. 
But though we talk of new diſcoveries, and recommend 


to practice untried expedients in policy, it is not thence to 


be inferred that we are wandering ourſelves without a 
guide, or ſhall miſlead others who may incline to follow 


us. While we ſtedfaſtly keep our eye upon our unvarying 
compaſi *; while we refer others alſo to that alone, and 
appeal in every ſtep we take to the heart of every candid 
and unbiafſed perſon, we may ſafely venture farther than 
any have yet dared to go before us, and we doubt not to 
lead the way to reconciliation, harmony and happineſs, 
provided our intimations be not too long diſregarded. 
Our ideas are rather ſuggeſted or hinted than enlarged 
upon, wiſhing every one to trace them to their — 
concluſions his own way: which is a mode of proceeding 
not to be relied upon by any, except thoſe whoſe princi- 
ples are founded in truth, whoſe intentions are honeft, 
and-whoſe advice is fiee from the ſuſpicion of any indirect 


views or deſigns. Should our ſuggeſtions furniſh the _ 


* Foregoing Letter to Mr. Burke. 
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of any uſeful matter, we truſt it will not all «« fall by the 
« way-fide, and be devoured by the fowls of the air * ;” 
who are ſo ready to execute the will of “ the prince of 
« the powers of the air; nor yet that it will not wholly 
44 fall upon ſtony ground or amongſt thorns ;” but that 
ſome part at leaſt ſhall fall into the kindly and generous 
ſoil of true Britiſh boſoms, and bring forth plenteouſly the 
fruits of liberty and proſperity, We do not aim at any 
reputation from theſe eſſays: we wiſh only to ſee the tree 
we have endeavoured to produce ſhoot up vigorouſly, 
thrive and flouriſh under the culture and protection of 
more maſterly hands, and become the object of defire 
and admirationz while the little kernel from which it 
. ſprang ſhall be no more thought of. Our ambition is 
that which lives not by the breath of princes, nor hangs 
upon the world's opinion; but is ſupported and gratified 
by the internal conſciouſneſs of a ſincere deſire to ſerve 
the public, and therefore can feel no mortification or diſ- 
appointment but in public failures or misfortunes. And 
our aim, while too many well-meaning men are ſpending 
themſelves in arguing where argument is thrown away, 
is to put forth once more a hand, feeble as it is, in the 
actual attempt; by endeavouring to give a real being and 
permanent exiſtence to ſome rational plan, which, when 
the miſt of our infatuation ſhall be ſwept away before the 
ſtorm that is gathering, and not a moment allowed us for 
deliberation, may be had recourſe to as the ready means, 
perhaps the only means, of ſaving the ſtate. 

With the ſame public views which we believe were 
thoſe of Lord Chatham, when he oftered his Conciliatory 
Bill to the Houſe of Lords, we have made the following 
draught of a bill for the ſame purpoſe, which however we 
hope will not, upon a cloſe examination, be found to 
contain in it ſuch unconſtitutional materials as his Lord- 
ſhip's. Although we have the higheſt reſpect for that 
Lord's political abilities, yet we cannot underſtand why, 
or by what divine right, the- Britiſh parliament, in which 
the people of our colonies making many flouriſhing ſtates 
in America with legiſlatures 8 their on fully * 

or 


St. Mark, chap. iv. ver. 3. 
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for procuring them all the ends of civil government have 
no participation whatever, ſhould or can poſſibly, with- 
out a violation of the law of nature, enact, that „ thoſe 
„ colonies of right ought to be dependent upon the 
« imperial (imperial is a fine word) crown of © Great- 
« Britain, and ſubordinate unto the faid Britiſh parlia- 
% ment.” Nor will our underſtanding, although we have 
os it very ſevere diſcipline for that purpoſe, be brought 

y any means to acknowledge that this ſaid Britiſh par- 
liament hath of rigbt any power whatever to make 
c Jaws and ſtatutes to bind the ſaid people in all matters 
* touching the general weal of the whole dominion of 
« the ſaid imperial (imperial is a great wor crown of 
&« Great-Britain ;*” not even in that „ indubitable and 
& indifpenſible” point, as his Lordſhip thinks it, of “ re- 
„ gulating navigation and trade throughout the compli- 
« cated (complicated indeed, if this reaſoning holds good) 
« ſyſtem of Britiſh commerce.” And we believe that 
« the guardian navy of the whole Britiſh Empire (wholc 
Britiſh Empire is a grand expreſſion) will be upheld' by 
adhering to ſtrict juſtice, to equal liberty, and the plain 
and obvious principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, rather 
better and more ſecurely than by any deep policy” what- 
ever. The chief uſe which hath ever been made of deep 


Policy in any age or country, hath been that of intro- 


ducing into government an oracular myſteriouſneſs, in 
order to give the adminiſters of it a ſacerdotal power, 
and to render the people a credulous manageable herd of 
dupes. Could we have any doubt of the inadmiſſibility 
of the aforeſaid pretenſions of the Britiſh parliament, while 
2 ſtood by themſelves, ſurel; our eyes muſt be opened, 
and the fallaciouſneſs of that reaſoning on which they are 
ſupported be expoſed to our view, when we find that they 
are brought to prove a right in his Majeſty to keep up a 
ſtanding- army in the colonies; and, if he thinks proper, 
the wwhale of that armv, which is annually voted by par- 
liament for the ſervice of the whole Britiſh Empire, the 
ſame by his prerogative being under his abſolute com- 
mand. When reaſoning fails to convince, we may fre- 
quently with good ſucceſs appeal to people's feelings. — 
What would Engliſhmen feel co have an immenſe ſtand— 
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ing army of Americans quartered upon them at the king's 
pleaſure, for no one purpoſe which they could poſſibly 
divine but to enforce his miniſter's will? What muſt 
the people of New-England at this moment feel? In- 
dignation denies utterance.— I hoſe quibbles and ſophiſms 
which are intended to inculcate it as à doctrine, that any 
people or nation (and by what exception to the general 
providence of God and the laws of nature are the Ame- 
ricans to be reckoned neither nations nor people?) may 
be rightfully ſubjugated to ſuch a complete ſtate of ſlavery 
as that of having no participation in making even their 
own* laws of defence, as if inferior to the very brute animals 
they were void of the firſt principle of nature, that of ſelf- 

reſervation, are ſo very contemptible, that I muſt. con- 
feſs'i pains me with a mortifying ſenſe ot human infir- 
mity, that they ſhould eſcape from the venerable lips of 
2 man renowned for wiſdom; magnanimity and noble- 
neſs of ſentiment. ' After aſſerting the right of the crown 


to quarter troops upon the. colonies at ditoretion, of what 


avail the 'following gentle ditty of a clauſe ?/ “ Never- 
« thetels, in order to quiet andodilpel grozndleſs jealouſies 
*.atd& fears, be it hereby declared, that no military force, 
«© however raiſed, and kept according to law, can ever 
& de law fully employed to 'viglate and deftroy the juſt 
<< rights ob the people.! Is this a clauſe to curb the pride 
of arbitrary kings - and »minifters ?— Why are the means 
of preſetving-»themſcl ves, Heaven's , beſt gift and the 
prerogative f human nature Ito be denied to the Britiſh 


Americans? Alf theſe, O Britons, are your principles of 


colonial government, ye are maſt _ execrable tyrants, un- 
worthy the freedom yourſelves enjoy and fo ingloriouſly 
boaſt of! What are the- means of your own fſelt-preferva- 
tion as a people, à civil community? — Are they not the 
having” a pürticipation in 4 the laws by which ye are 
governed; and a controlling power over the crown and 
its miniſtets hy your commons: holding the purſe-ſtrings, 
andchaving the ſole; giving and granting to the government 
itt revenues? Why then. are the people of America to be 
deprived of the ſame means of ſelf preſervation, the ſame 
controlling power, over the grown and other branches of 
theiogeſpective governments? This is the grand, the fun- 
TH ” 1 damental 
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damental principle on which I maintain the right and the 
neceſſity of independence being given to the Britiſh Ame- 
ricans 3z—this is the vital principle of the Britiſh conſlitution. 
— Deprive it of this one principle, and it is that moment 
a dead letter. Not one word hath been advanced by the 
legions of miniſterial hireling ſpeakers and writers, nor 
by the many hollow pretenders to patriotiſm throughout 
the almoſt innumerable ſpeeches and productions that have 
for eleven years paſt being poured upon the public, that 
hath in the ſmalleſt degree invalidated this principle: as 
indeed it is utterly impoſſible that it ſhould be invalidated, 
for it is written in the book of eternal truths by the finger 
of the Almighty.— I do therefore tepeat, that unleſs the 
Britiſh Americans be in a condition to act upon this prin- 
ciple, they are in a ſtate of ſlavery: and except there ſhall 
be fome way found (which I believe is impracticable) for 
effecting an union of their ſeveral aſſemblies with our par- 
liament, fo as to enable the grand confederated legiſla- 
ture to act as one body, and to diſpenſe equally. to the 
people on both ſides the Atlantic, the ends and benefits 
of good government; except, I ſay, theſe proviſions be 
made, I do continue to maintain my original poſition, 
that the Britiſh American ſtates, call them colonies, pro-; 
vinces, or what you will, do not owe any ſubjection to 
the ſingle legiſlature of Great- Britain; nor are they un- 
der any legal obligation, or neceſſity, upon the princi- 
ples of natural law, to acknowledge any dependency an 
the Britiſh parliament.— If this were ſo in fact, ſurely | 
there is ingenuity enough amongſt us to frame a ſyllogiſm 
that would demonſtrate it But it is an undeniable tact, | 
that no ſuch demonſtration: hath been given. It is equally | 
| certain that no ſuch demonſtration can be given. 
Having no occaſion to accompany Lord Chatham re- 
gularly through the whole of his bill, I will now, after 
making an obſervation or two more, take my leave of it. | 
Could I from my heart make ai. full 4. recognition of the þ 
«« ſupreme legiſlative authotity and ſuperintepding power 
of parliament over the colonies, I ſhould eſteem the 
remaining part of this bill as a diſplay of much wiſdom i 
| and humanity : but utterly rejedting that ſuprematy, and 
ſuperintending power, as I do from a thorough convic- 
* p { | ? tion 
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tion of mind, I cannot diſcover, nor have I ever obſerwſi 
aà ſatisfactory reaſon to have been given, why the prudent 
and frugal coloniſts ſhould contribute one farthing towards 
the relief of burthens brought upon ourſelves by our own 
folly, extravagance, and corruption, The notoriety of 
the fact, that we voted them, .of cur own mers motion, 
conſiderable ſums for relief of their burthens in the war, 
when we were convinced they had contributed more than 
their quota, is, I ſhould have. thought, a full anſwer to 
all the arguments made, ule of on the part of the people of 
Great-Britain, for having willingly taken a burthen too 
heavy to be borne upon ourſelves and pofterity, which 
«© in no inconſiderable part was for the defence, extenſion, 
„ ahd'proſperity of the colonies “, as his Lordſhip, fol- 
lowing therein the miniſterial writers, expreſſes himſelf. 
But the moſt ſanguine in this expectation upon the libe- 
rality of the coloniſts, ſhould in reaſon wait until t 

have wholly diſcharged their own national debis, before 
they require their contributory aid towards the relief of 
ours. Indeed a little patience would be ſufficient upon 
this occaſion; for though the expences of the war did 
run them in debt, yet by the prudent and faithful uſe and 
application of their public money or taxes (for they really 
pay taxes in abundance, which many of the good people 
of Great-Britain, who are for ever crying * tax them, tax 
them,“ do not I preſume ſuppoſe, but imagine that they 
live in a manner at free-coft, and put all the profits of 
their trade in their pockets) they have got themſelves nearly 
put of debt again, Had we not better follow their wiſe 
example, than expect them and their poſterity to pay for 
our and our predeceflots ſtupidity and folly? — Tis enough 
ſurely to entail the curſe of our debt upon our own inno- 
cent poſterity With regard to the proviſion which his 
Lordſhip recommends for the perſonal ſecurity of the Ame- 
rican ſubject, and the due adminiſtration of juſtice” in 
criminal profecutions, that he ſhall not “ be deprived of a 
& trial by the peers of the vicinage,” it is to be obſerved, 
that the idea of the judgment ot the vicinage, for the fecu- 
89 11 7 Te rity 
-* See American Independence, pag. 20, where this argu- 
ment is more fully refuted: as indeed it hath been by various 


Writers, 


( 3% 3 
My and protection of the ſubject, pervades the whole ſyſlem 
of Eneglifh r N and is an eſſential principle of the 
conſtitution. Hence it is, that in both criminal and civil 
caſes we have a right to put ourſelves upon our country 
and even the jury which hath the diſpoſal of our life or 
property in its hands, is ſubject to a moſt extenſive right 
of challenge on our part of the perſons it is compoſed of, 
in order that we may exclude all ſuch as we have reaſon 15 
ſuppoſe prejudiced againſt us. And this judgment of the 
vicinage is equally our right in reſpect of taxation ; for the 
conſtitutional idea in this caſe is, that the ſubject ſhall be 
taxed only through his own delegate ſent from his vicinage, 
and who knows what he is able to pay, and in what mode 
the payment will be moſt convenient to him. If I be on 
this occaſion referred to the preſent houſe, and other late 
houſes of commons, and defired to count over the num- 
bers of thoſe who come from the vicinagè of their conſti- 
tuents, I am ready to reply, that they ought to come from 
thence ; that the repreſentatives of the people always did 
come from thence, till corruption found its way into our 
government, and threw the whole frame into diſorder ; 
and that whenever the purity of . parliament and annual 
elections ſhall be reſtored, they will once more come from 
the vicinage of their conſtituents; at which time, and not 
till then, we may look for many neceſſary reformations, 
and to have the taxes fo levied and ſo applied as to leave 
the labourer a comfortable ſubſiſtence, ' and to relieve the 
ſtate of the burthen it groans under with fo much anguiſh: 
This pervadipg principle in our ineſtimable conſtitution; 


of the judgment of the vicinage for ſecurity of life, liberty 


and property, ſhews us in a moment what are the princi- 
ples of thoſe who contend for the right of the parliament 
of Great-Britain taxing the people of America. So late 
in the controverſy as appeared the writer of Taxation no 
Tyranny, and ſo univerſally acknowledged as are the great 
abilities of the reputed author, I was led to infer that he, 
no doubt, muſt have thrown ſome new light on the point 
of American repreſentation in the Britiſh parliament, and 
of virtual repreſentation in general ; but, alas! how great 
my diſappointment! And how great alſo muſt be the ore- 
dulity of thoſe who can believe, that ſuch an indecent ſcrap 
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of traſh is really the production of à pen that hath formerly 
done ſo much honour to literature, and - ſo much ſervice to the 
cauſe of morality as that of Dr. Johnſon ! It is impoſſible 
that ſuch an impudent attempt as this is upon the under- 
ſtandings of the public ſhould have been made by any one 
who had that gentleman's reputation and moral character 
to have preſerved, If indeed an imitatiqh of the capital 
defects obſcrable in the Doctor's ſtile, like the mimickr 
of an aukward attitude or ridiculous. geſture, could at fi 
ſight firike the reader with a reſemblance; yet the total 


- want of argument, and candour, which this pamphlet 


betrays, in ſo lamentable a degree, muſt ſatisfy him, 
after the ſmalleſt ſhare of attention, that the real writer 
of this wretched piece cannot poſhbly rank any higher in 
the literary, political, or moral world, than ſome unprin- 
cipled pariſh pedagogue, in hopes by ſelling his vote to the 


penſioned ſquire of being made an exciſeman ; and from 
the air of ſelf- importance, inſolence, and contempt which 


runs through every turgid line, he might very naturally 
ſuppoſe this pamphlet to be the ſubſtance of an oration, 


delivered by the affectedly- ſententious declaimer over a 


mug of porter, amidſt a circle of pot-houſe admirers. 
he reader mutt pardon ſome little repetition of what 


be found in my tenth letter, in order that the whole of 


my preſent conciliatory plan may lie together; as I will 
leave as much of it as I can poſſibly diſpenſe with, to be 
filled up by his judgment and the obvious inferences from 
the leading propoſitions, | 


A draught for @ bill, propeſed tv be brought int6 
parliament, for reſtoring peace and harmony be- 
#sween Greati-Britain and the Britiſh colonies in 
North- America; and for perpetuating the ſame 
on the ſolid foundations of national affection, na- 


#xral juſtice, reciprocal benefit and mutual ſecurity. | 


HERE As, at the time of the original planting 


and ſettling of colonies on the continent and the 


iſlands of North-America by the people and the crown of 
theſe kingdoms; and afterwards, during the infancy of 
the (aid colonies, the future ill conſequences of their ſub- 


miſſion to, and acquieſcence under the authority of par- 


liament were not, by reaſon of their then infant and de- 
pendent ſtate, and the general inexperience in matters of 
that kind, either foreſeen or duly attended to: And whereas, 
through the growing of theſe once fmall and helpleſs colo- 
nies more or leſs to maturity, and their having now be- 
come, for the far greater part populous, opulent and re- 
ſpectable ſtates, having each within itſelf the natural rights 
and proper powers of legiſlation, the exerciſe of parliamen- 


tary authority hath been found to claſh in the moſt eflential 


points with their reſpective internal legiſlatures, and hath 
rended, for a conſiderable time paſt, but more eſpecially 
of late years, to create diſſatisfactions and diſagreements 
between the ſaid internal legiſlatures and parliament, and 
between the people of the ſaid colonies and the people of 
theſe kingdoms, to the great grief of his Majeſty, his 
parliament, and all his good and faithful ſub jeds; as well 
as that it will be to the irreparable hurt and damage 
(ſhould theſe miſunderſtandingzs continue) of the good 


people 
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le in general, and the ſtates of both countries, by 
rending to abate their mutual affection and confidence, and 
by interrupting their wonted harmony and long-eſtabliſhed 
commerce, | 
And whereas the colonies of New Hampſhire, Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delawate, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Narth Carolina, and South Carolina, in Congreſs 
aſſembled in the months of September and OQober laſt, 
did by their delegates draw up an humble petition, which 
was ſince preſented to his Majeſty, for redreſs of ſundry 
ke therein ſet forth; and came to many other re- 
olutions on the ſubject of the unhappy differences ſtill 
ſubſiſting between them and this the parent ſtate; all which 
have been laid before us for our inſpectlon, together with 
various other papers of . tranſmitted from the 
American governors and others: And whereas theſe weighty 
matters, pregnant with the moſt important conſequences 
to theſe kingdoms and the ſaid colonies, have been taken 
into our moſt ſerious conſideration ; and after the moſt 
full and mature deliberation thereupon, it appears to us 
that, agreeable to the law and the conſtitution of England, 
the eſtabliſned maxims of civil government, the principles 
of natural juſtice, the obvious rules of good policy, and 


the benign ſpirit of our moſt holy religion, their repreſen- 


tations and allegations ſet forth in the ſaid petition to his 
Majeſty, are in the main juſt and true, and conſequently 
their complaints well fouaded, and that their deſires and 
requeſts are reaſonable: And morexver we think it is and 
will be inconſiſtent with the welfare of the people of the 
{aid colonies, and prejudicia] to their ioherent rights as men, 
to be any longer governed or controlled by any ſuperintend- 
ing legiſlative power in the parliament of Great-Britain, 
or any other power foreign to themſelves reſpeQive)y ; 
And therefore, that to treat with the ſaid colonies in a free 
and amicable manner towards healing the preſent diviſions, 
adjuſting their future relationſhip to thele kingdoms, and 
promoting as far as may be the common quiet and proſ- 
perity on the ſureſt and moſt ſolid foundations, will well 
become the wiſdom and dignity of parliament: Now in 


eder to effect theſe good 18 and to avert the TEN 
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and fad evils and calamities which muſt neceſſarily enſue, 
ſhould their complaints be unredrefſed, ſhould the powers 
of parliament as ſet forth in a Declaratory Act of the 
6th of George III. continue to be inſiſted on and enforced, 
and the ot unhappy differences between them and us 
be left unreconciled and permitted to cauſe an actual breach 
and hoſtile contention between us; And in order no leſs to 
manifeſt unto the ſaid colonies and to all the world that 
juſtice, magnanimity, a love of liberty, and a ſacred re- 
card for the rights of mankind are ſtil], as they have ever 
— the peculiar characteriſtics of the Britiſh parliament ; 
May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, that it may be 
declared, and be it declared by the king's moſt excellent 
Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal and commons in this preſent par- 
liament aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that 
the afore-mentioned colonies of New Hampſhire, Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, New York, New 

erſey, Pennſyluania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

orth Carolina and South Carolina; and alſo the ſeveral 
colonies of E Florida, Weſt Florida, Georgia, Næva- 
Scotia, 1 the Iſland, and Quebec as limited by his 
Majeſty's Royal Proclamation bearing date the 5th day of 
October 1763, are all and each of them to be henceforth 
held to be free and independent ſtates, owing no obedience 
or ſubjection whatſoever to the parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain, which doth hereby in the moſt explicit, determinate, 
and ample manner and form renounce and relinquiſh ali 
claims and pretenſions to ſovereignty, legiſlative ſupre- 
macy, and controlling power over the reſpective legiſla- 
tures of all and every of the ſaid free and independent ſtates 
of North-America; together with all rights and titles of 
dominion on the ſaid continent of North-America, other 
than as hereafter in this act are claimed and ſpecified. 
And it is hereby farther declared, that of each and every of 
the ſaid free and independent ſtates, his Majeſty is and 
ſhall be held to be the true and lawful ſovereign head, 
and in the ſaid ſovereignty and the juſt exerciſe cf the 
powers thereunto belonging, ſhall be maincained and ſup- 
ported by the whole power of the parliament and people 
of Great- Britain; and that his ſucceſſors in the Britiſh 


throne, 


n 
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throne, ſhall in like manner ſucceed to and be ſupported 
in the regal title, rights and powers in and over each and - 
every of the ſaid free and independent ſtates; And it is 
alla hereby farther declared and proclaimed, that the parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain will be the guardian and protector 
of all and every of the ſaid free and independent fates, 
collectively and individually, againſt every foreign power 
whatſoever ; as well as the guarantee of the independence 
of the ſaid feveral ſtates, one of another reſpectively ; as 
well alſo of the rights and independencies of the ſeveral 
tribes or nations of Indians in amity with or under the 
protection of the Britiſh crown, until theſe points ſhall 
be more particularly adjuſted by treaty. And farther, each 


one and every of the ſaid free and independent . ſtates are 


hereby invited to nominate and ſend over to England, as: 
ſoon as may be, after the month of September next, each 


of them one plenipotentiary delegate, duly commiſſioned 


and authorized to attend the parliament at Weſtminſter, 

in order, at the moſt convenient time after their firſt meet- 

ing or ſetting in the year of our Lord 1776, and before a 
joint-committee of the lords and commons of this realm 
to be appointed for the occaſion, to expreſs in due form 
their hearty and grateful acceptance of this declared and 

guaranteed independence and protection; and to accede to, 
and make a full and ſatisfactory acknowledgment and 
recognition of, the ſeveral rights of ſovereignty and domi- 

nion claimed by the crown of Great-Britain in and over 
the ſeas, lakes and great rivers of North-America, as in 

this act are hereafter particularly declared and ſpecified : 
and moreover with the ſaid committee, to enter: into a 
ſolemn, perpetual, and joint confederation, or general and: 
grand league and alliance, offenſive and defenſive, for main- 
taining entice and in its full force that cordial and warm. 
affection which hath heretofore ſo cloſely bound together 
and united Great-Britain and Britiſh America; and which, 


in conſideration of the near and ſtrong ties of kindred ; of 


the community of laws, language, manners and religion; of 
the teciprocalneſs and infeparable nature of their commer- 
cial intereſts; as well as in conſideration alſo of their 
natural and neceſſary connection as protectors and pro- 
refed ; ought for ever moſt ſacredly and inviolably to be 
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preſerved between them, in preference to every other poli. 
tical connection, alliance, confederacy, treaty or engege- 
ment, whatſoever and with whomſoever. ow in order 
to maintain the undoubted rights of ſovereignty and domi- 
nion belonging to the crown of Great-Britain in North- 
America, and the ſeas, lakes, great rivers and creeks 
thereof; and for preſerving undiminiſhed the rights and. ? 
dignity of the Britiſh flag, and the honour and reſpect due 
to the ſame, may it alſo pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
chat it may be farther declared, and it is hereby farther. 
declared, that the dominion of the ſea from the mouth of 
the river Miſſiſſippi to the northern extremity of the con- | 
tinent of North Ametica, and all admiralty juriſdiction | 
within the ſame, did and doth of right ſolely belong and Fl 
appertain unto, and depend upon the crown and kingdom 1 
of Great-Britaip; And alſo, that the iſland of Newfound- D 
land and its dependencies, together with the Great and 5 
Leſſer fiſning Banks of the ſame, extending from latitude 1 
1. oo to lititude 48. 30 N. together with that other called 
t. Peter's Bank, do alſo of right ſolely belong and appertain 
unto and depend upon the ſaid crown and kingdom; except- 4 
ing the iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, together with cer- 1 
tain liberties of taking and curing fiſh on the ſaid banks and 
coaſts of Newfoundland, ceded and granted under certain 
reſtrictions unto the ſubjects of the French king by the 
late treaty of peace between the two crowns; And alſo, 
that the entire country of Labrador, bounded to the ſouth- 
weſt by. Quebec, as limited by his Majefty's royal procla- 
mation, bearing date the th day of October, 1763, afore- 
ſaid ; that is to ſay, beginning at the river St. John's in 
the gulph of St. Lawrence, and extending to Hudſon's 
Straits, together with all the iſlands. and fiſheries of the 
ſame, doth in like manner of right ſolely belong to and 
depend upon the faid crown and kingdom; As well as all 
thoſe countries, coaſts and fiſheries granted by a condi- 
tional charter to the excluſive occupation of the Hudſon's 
Bay Company: And it hereby alſo farther declared, that 4 
all the great lakes of North America, viz. Lake Iroquois . [ | 
or Champlain, Lake Ontario or Catarakui, Lake Erie 7 
or Oſwego, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, and Lake 
Superior, together with the great rivers Miffiſſippi = 
St. 
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St. Lawtence, all the navigable communications between 
Jake and lake, and every other navigable lake, river and creek 
jn and throughout the ſaid continent of North America, 
are of right ſubject to the naval ſovereignty and dominion 
of the ſaid crown and kingdom alone; and that the faid 
crown hath a right alſo to the free uſe of all the cuſtomary 
carrying-places between one navigation and another: Aud 
it ts hereby farther declared and made known, that the faid 
crown of Great-Britain will not ſuffer any other power 
or ſtate whatſoever, to navigate any of the ſaid ſeas, lakes, 
rivers, communications or creeks, with ſhips or veſſels of 
war of any kind; nor to carry on war or commit hoſtili- 
ties in any-wiſe againſt any other people, nation or ſtate 
within or upon any of the ſaid navigations, except they 
be legally authorized fo to do by eſpecial commiſſion un- 
der the great ſeal of the admiralty of Great - Britain: Nor 
will-the ſaid crown conſent to or ſuffer any of the afore- 
mentioned free and independent ftates of North America, 


to navigate the ſeas thereof, with ſhips or veſſels of war; 


nor to carry on war of commit hoſtilities in any-wiſe 
againſt any other people or ftate by ſea, except authorized 
thereto as above: And moreover, by the authority afore- 
faid, it is alfo declared, that in order to preſerve inviolate 
and in full efficiency the above propoſed alliance, which 
ſhall be known and diſtinguiſhed by the title of The Grand 
Britiſh League and Confederacy, the faid crown of Great- 
Britain will not, at any time hereafter, ſuffer or permit 
the trading or fiſhing-ſhips or veſſels of any kingdom or 
ſtate whatſoever, ſuch kingdom or ſtate not being a party 
to the ſaid grand Britiſh league and confederacy, to navi- 
gate, fiſh or trade in any of the ſaid North American 
ſeas, lakes or rivers other than is at preſent allowed to 
foreign ſtates in general, and by treaty to France and 
Spain in particular: nor to anchor upon the ſaid coaſts, 
nor to approach them within two leagues of the land any 
where between the aforeſaid boundary of the river Miſſiſſippi 
and the northern extremity of the ſaid American conti- 
tent, under pain of confiſcation of ſhip and cargo to his 


Majeſty, as king of Great-Britain and ſovereign of the 


North American ſeas. Neither ſhall it be lawful for the 


ſubjects of any of the ſaid free and independent Bates of 
North 
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North America, to fiſh upon the preat fiſhing-banks of 
Newfoundland, or of St. Peter 1 or upon 
the coaſts of the iſland of Newfoundland, or upon the 
coaſts of Labrador, except only for whale; nor to enter 
the ports of the ſame for trade, or for any other purpoſe 
than what immediately relates to the buſineſs of whaling 
and the ſheltering and refitment of their whaling- ſhips or 
veſſels, on pain of confiſcation of ſhip and cargo as above. 
Provided nevertheleſs, that no claim of ſovereignty or do- 
minion, made by this act, or hereafter to be made on the 
part of the crown of Great-Britain, in and over the afore- 
mentioned lakes, rivers, communications and creeks, lying 
between the gulph of St. Lawrence and river Miſſiſſippi, 
or any of them, ſhall be underſtood or conſtrued to ex- 
tend to any right, property or interference in the fiſheries, 
or other liberties or appropriations therein, to the preju- 
dice of any private right, privilege or property whatſo- 
ever; but ſhall always be underſtood to be confined ſolely 
and wholly to ſuch a free uſe of the ſame, as is neceſlary 
to all the purpoſes of navigation of every fort, and the 
maintainance of naval dominion merely. And may it 
pleaſe your Majeſty, that it may be alſo enacted, and be it 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be 
lawful, after the ſigning and final executing of the afore- 
mentioned Grand Britiſh League and Confederacy, for 
any public monies whatſoever, ag t of the revenues 
of the crown in the dominions of Great-Britain, or in 
any of the ſaid free and independent ſtates of Britiſh 
America reſpectively, to be either paid or remitted from 
the ſaid Britiſh dominions unto America, or from any of 
the ſaid free and independent ſtates unto the Britiſh 
dominions, for the uſe of his Majeſty, his beirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, as ſovereign of that kingdom or ſtate in which 
it ſhall be intended to be received: excepting only ſuch 
monies. as it may be requiſite at any time hereafter to 
remit to America for defraying the necæſſary expences of 
tis Majeſty's Britiſh navy — 

And now in order that no poſſible cauſe of doubt may 
remain, touching the validity or ſincerity of the above 
declaration of freedom and independence, but that it may 


be clear, full and ſatisfactory, and thereby lay a ſure 59 
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ſolid foundation for ſuch perpetual concord, amity, alli- 
ance and mutually beneficial commerce between the ſtates 
and people of Great-Bricain and Britiſh America, as, under 
the good providence of Almighty God, who ſhall behold 
this act of national juſtice and good-will with an eye of 
pleaſure, and will doubtleſs bleſs and further ſuch bene- 
volent deſigns for the maintainance of peace and happineſs, 
and the prevention of diſcord and bloodſhed between kin- 
dred ſtates, and fellow-chriſtians, no length of time ſhall 
impair or diminiſh ; nor the arts or intrigues of foreign 
powers be able to diſturb or interrupt, may it pleaſe your 
moſt excellent Majeſty, that it may be enacted, and it is 
hereby enatted by the king's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal, and commons, in this preſent parliament aſſem- 
bled, That all and every of ſuch acts of parliament as 
have at any time heretofore been particularly made, or in- 
tended to declare or maintain a ſupreme legiſlative power 
and authority over the people of the Britiſh American 
colonies as ſubjects of this realm, or for binding in any 
manner or degree the ſaid people as ſubjects of this realm; 
and ſo much of all and every other act of parliament as 
extends to exerciſe ſupreme legiſlative power over any of 
the people of the ſaid colonies, ſhall be and are, in virtue 
of this preſent act, fully and finally repealed and annulled 
from and after the day of before which 
time all his Majeſty's Britiſh forces in North America 
ſhall be recalled from thence, and alſo all civil officers and 
ſervants - of the Britiſh crown, ſhall be commanded and- 
cauſed to reſign their reſpective offices, poſts, places and 
employments, and to withdraw from thence, except ſuch 
as his Majeſty, in virtue of his prerogative as ſovereign of 
any of the ſaid free and independent ſtates ſhall appoint, 
or cauſe to be appointed anew to the like or other offices 
or employments in any of the ſaid ſtates reſpectively. 


IN 
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TN addition to what the reader would find in my tenth 
Letter and the notes ſubjoined, (to which 1 beg leave 
to refer him) as heads for the materials of the grand league 
and confederacy, by which I propoſe to ſecure our mono- 
poly of the North Ameriean commerce, and to improve 
to the utmoſt of what they are capable, the various advan- 
tages of that connection; I ſhall now add, for the ſatisfac- 
tion of thoſe not deeply converſant in ſubjects of this kind, 
but whoſe opinions in the general maſs may. nevertheleſs 
be of importance, a few more hints of ſuch matters as 
would obviouſly become the proper objects of treaty and 
ſubjects of ſtipulation on this great occaſion. 

It might perhaps be right to eſtabliſh the uſe of Britiſh 
money only as the lawful, current coin throughout Britiſh 
America; with a condition that each {tate ſhould ſend in its 
proportion of bullion to the Mint, or grant Great-Britain 


an equivalent for the uſe of her money.—lt might perhaps 


be proper and neceſſary that ſome ſmall central iſland or 
diſtri, lying on the Atlantic ſea, ſhould be ceded to Great- 
Britain for the reſidence of the Britiſh ambaſſador-general 
and plenipotentiary to the ſaid ſtates, and the head-quarters 
of the admiral ; for the eſtabliſhing a Britiſh court of ad- 
miralty for the more convenient diſpatch of naval buſineſs 
upon the ſpot; and for other purpoſes of a like nature, 
appertaining to the naval dominion and umpireſhip of the 
crown of Great-Britain : as well as a well-ſituated port 
upon the lakes for the ſame purpoſe; ſuch as Lake St. 
Claire lying between the Lakes Erie and Huron. — 
Would it got be reaſonable for the Britiſh American 


ſtates, as in a manner the political wards of Great-Britain 


and relying wholly on her for external protection, totally 
to incapacitate themſelves for entering into any treaties or 
alliances with any foreign powers whatſoever ?—Might it 
not be eligible to admit of and join in conſtituting a gene- 


zal continental congreſs, to which each ſtate ſhould ſend 


one delegate, and which ſhould never aſſemble but on the 
ſummons of the Britiſh ambaſſador general? The buſineſs 
of this congreſs to be treaty not government, and only to 


deliberate on peace and war, and ſuch other occaſional _ 
Ts | matters 
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no interior fortifications of any kind 
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matters as might be of general concernment; in order to 
the facilitating and diſpatch of general buſineſs, and eaſing 
the Britiſh ambaſſador general of the trouble of perſonally 
conſulting with, or the inconvenience attending the entruſt- 
ing ſuch affairs to his deputy the reſident conſul in, each 
ſeparate ſtate.—For the eaſe and convenience of the re- 
ſpective ſtates, they might permit ſubordinate courts of 
admiralty to be held by Great-Britain, under due teſtric- 
tions, in ſuch of their ſea- port towns along the coaſt as 
might be convenient, —As it would be impoſlible to pre- 
vent an indiſcriminate mixture of Britiſh and of Britiſh 
American ſeamen in the ſhips of either country: ſo it 
might be proper for the ſaid ſtates to conſent that ſeamen 
for the royal navy ſhould be raiſed promiſcuouſly from 
amongſt the mariners of both, according to the preſent 
cuſtoms of the ſervice; but not however to ſuffer im- 
prefling by land. —Conſfiſtently with our rights of naval 
dominion as ſet forth in the above draught, and in order 
that it may anſwer the beneficial purpoſes propoſed by the 


grand league and confederacy, we ought to inſiſt that no 


ſea-port, or other place along the ſea- coaſts, or the ſhores 
of the rivers or lakes, ſhall have any fortifications within 
the reach of cannon-ſhot from the ſhore, But in a caſe 
of neceſſity in time of war, it might be agreed in general 
congreſs that temporary batteries or other fortifications 
ſhould be erected, provided they were put into the poſſeſſion 
and under the command of the Britiſh flag.— Quere, W he- 
ther it might not be for the general peace and welfare of, 
and preſerve the balance of power between, the ſeveral 
ſtates, ſhould it be agreed alſo in general congreſs, that 

ſhould ever be erected 
within any of them ?—In order to prevent all ſuſpicions to 
the prejudice of Great-Britain's equitable dealing with the 
confederated ſtates and her faithful guardianſhip of them, 
ſhe ſhould not be entitled to make any extraordinary de- 
mand upon them for any cautionary or preparatory naval 
armament : but from the time when war was actually de- 
clared againſt any maritime power until the ſame ſhould 
be concluded, they ſhould contribute ſubſidies in ſuch pro- 
portions to their ability as ſhould be regulated in general 


congreſs, the whole —_ an eſtabliſhed proportion N 
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the extraordinary naval expences of Great- Britain as origi- 
nally ſettled in forming the Grand Britiſh League and 
Confederacy.— In caſe any two or more of the ſaid ſtates 
ſhould, in contempt of the umpireſhip of Great-Britain 
and the interpoſition of the Britiſh ambaſſador- general, go 
to war or carry on hoſtilities one againſt the other, the 
admiral of North America and all other Britiſh naval com- 
manders ſhould have orders to make prize of all ſhips, 
veſſels and merchandize, (all fiſhing ſhallops, boats and 
{kifts having no decks, together with their fiſh and fiſhing 
implements excepted) belonging to that ſtate or thoſe ſtates 
which ſhould be previouſly deemed and pronounced by the 
'parliament of Great-Britain, in a Declaratory A& for 
that expreſs purpoſe, to be the offending ſtate or ftates ; 
and the ſaid naval commanders ſhould continue to diſtreſs 
the trade of the ſame by ſea to the utmoſt of their power, 
until the ſaid ſtate or ſtates ſhould be brought to reaſon ; 
of which his Majeſty in council ſhould be the temporary 
Judge, and have power to ſtay all farther prizals until par- 

iament ſhould, in another declaratory act, reſtore the ſaid 
offending ſtate or ſtates, having made due ſatisfaction, to 
its or their former beneficiary ſituation as a party in the 
Grand Britiſh League and Confederacy.— And for the 
more effectually preferving the future balance of power 
between all the ſtates of that immenſe continent, might 
it not be expedient that the limits and boundaries of each, 
which they ſhould never hereafter paſs, ſhould be newly 
defined by the Grand Britiſh League and Confederacy ; 
and ſome of their nominal interior boundaries now lying 
very far within the wildernefs, be changed for others at a 
nearer diſtance? For the ſame good purpoſe and other 
apparent good reaſons, might not the remainder of the 
wilderneſs be partitioned out into certain determinate and 
limited tracts, according to foil and ſituation; each of 
which ſhould be conſidered as the territory of ſome future 
Rate which in proceſs of time might be therein erected. 
And I would propoſe that no interruption ſhould be given 
to the growing of ſuch new ſtates (other than every go- 
vernment has a right to give by wholeſome laws within 
itſelf to prevent as much as may be a ſpirit or practice of 
emigration.;) but that until the ſettlers within any fuch 
partitioned 
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partitioned tract of the wilderneſs ſhould be increaſed and 
multiplied to the number of fifty thouſand ſouls, they 
ſhould be conſidered as incapable of forming an indepen- 
dent political ſtate, and be ſubject for the intermediate 
time to the government of Great-Britain. But as ſoon as 
their numbers ſhould amount to fifty thouſands ſouls as 
aforeſaid, they ſhould be entitled and free to ere them- 
ſelves into an independent political ſtate, and to conſtitute 
for their own government ſuch a legiſlative power as they 
ſhould judge moſt proper ; provided only that they acknow- 
ledged the king of Great-Britain as their lawful ſovereign, 
that they made the proteſtant faith the eſtabliſhed religion 
of the country, and conſented to become a party to the 
Grand Britiſh League and Confederacy, 

During the ſhort ſpace of. time indeed that remains of 
that winter's day to the evening of which we may hope 
to continue the deſpotic lords of North America, thoſe 
immenſe diviſions of country we have affected to make 
by our charters and by act of parliament on a late memo- 
rable occaſion, may, like all other arbitrary compendiums, 
be convenient to us, ſo long as we determine to continue 
arbitrary rulers ; or it might hereafter be favourable to the 
ambition of ſome one American ſtate hungering to ſwallow 
up its neighbours, to have its territory like that of the 
ambitious Catherine reaching from the ſalt ocean to the 
freſh-water ſeas in midland, and thence to the ſalt ocean 
again quite acrols the vaſt continent; but in neither caſe 
would it be deſirable or good for the people of thoſe coun- 
trizs, Nations are molt free and happy when their extre- 
mities are near enough to the vital ſcat of government to 
feel its pervading principle in its full warmth and activity, 
and by the ſpring of their own re- action to pour into the 
heart again full-flowing tides of health, lite and vigour. 
On thele principles I ſhould wiſh to ſee the North Ame- 
rican ſtates aranged back to back like habitations in a well-. 


built city, leaving thoſe yet to riſe into being to front the 


lakes and great rivers St. Lawrence and Miſſiſſippi, as the 
preſent ones do the Atlantic fea, We have already enu- 
merated in the foregoing draught for an act of parliament 
eighteen ſtates already formed; and by ſuch a diviſion of 


the remaining country by the grand confederacy as we 
F''2 | have 
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have propoſed, proviſion might be made for the future 
gradual and quiet eſtabliſhment of nineteen more at leaſt, 
all of ample extent, and every one having a very conſi- 
derable frontier acceſſible to ſhipping and upon waters 
which are at this time navigated by the Britiſh navy. 
Thus each of theſe numerous ſtates, by the ſame means 


that would enable it through commerce to become a re- 


ſpectable member of the grand Britiſh confederacy, would 
be effectually ſubject to the controul and influence of 
Great-Britain their common maritime protector and um- 
pire, ſo neceſſary for preſeving the harmony of the whole. 
According to this ſyſtem no ſtate acjoining to the two 
great rivers ſhould poſſeſs the ſhores on both fides ; as na- 


vigations of ſuch magnitude and importance ſhould be al- 


ways boundaries and frontier. 'T he reaſons are obvious. 

If we caſt our eyes over an American map, and view 
attentively the ſingular diſtribution cf land and water, and 
the directions of the two capital rivers; and if we then 
conſider what hath already taken place in the eſtabliſhment 
of a long range of narrow-fronted ſtates along the ſea- 
coaſt throughout its whole extent; we ſhall poſſibly be 
led to conclude that the plan we recommend is the plain 
ſuggeſtion of Providence, who from the firſt hath hitherto 
wrought according to it himſelf, and ſeems to have made 
its future obſervance and completion an obvious dictate of 
nature to all parties concerned, but moſt fo to Great- 
Britain. In order to illuſtrate what J have ſaid to this 
effect, let me juſt mention ſuch alterations of boundaries. 
and trace out ſuch diſtricts of future dominion as ſtrike 
my own eye, and carry an appearance of equality and 
propriety well adapted to the natute of the ſuppoſed con- 
federacy fo far as they can be judged of by the map; this 
being ſufficient for all preſent purpoſes ;. that is for thoſe 
of explanation, | 

To begin then with Quebec, I ſhould not content my- 
ſelf with reducing it to the ſame ſize as before its late 
enormous extention; but I would propoſe that it ſhould 


be bounded to the N. E. at the river Saguenay, and to- 


the 8. W. by the river Atawas: it would then have a 
maritime frontier of two hundred miles. And making the 
lakes of St. John, St. Peter, Be-:uhainvis, Abitibis and 
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Temiſcaming its reſpective interior limits weſtward and 


northward, it would be about 360 miles in length. There 
would then be left a country of about equal ſurtace, though 
with a larger frontier to the water, between Quebec and 
Labrador, which latter commences at the river St. John 
in the gulph of St. Lawrence, as one of thoſe diſtricts to 
be appointed as above-mentioned for the ſeat of a future 
nation, This country for the preſent by way of diſtinc- 
tion may be called Tadouſacaia [ 1], after the name of one 
of its ancient tribes of Indians. Montreal [2] might be the 
capital of another ſtate which ſhould extend trom that 
city and the aforeſaid river Atawas up the river St. Law- 
rence and Catarakui as far as Lake Ontario; the chain of 
ſtreams and ſmall lakes lying between Fort Frontenac and 
the eaſt-end of Lake Huron being its limit to the 8. W. 
Lake Huron itſelf from the little Lake Huron to French 
River its weſtern confine ; and Lake Nipiſſin together 
with River Atawas its boundary to the north, The an- 
cient Huronia [3] having Montreal to the N. E. and for 
the reſt completely incircled by the waters of the Ontario, 
the Oſwego and Huron Lakes, is by nature formed into 
another territory. "The next will extend along the whole 
north-ſhore of Lake Huron from French River to the 
falls of St. Mary, and bordering on Montreal and Quebec 
might retain the appellation of Canada [4]. The ſhores 
of Lake Superior will furniſh ample frontier to four ſtates 
more. The firſt, or Menſiſipia { 5], beginning at the afore- 
ſaid falls of St. Mary and terminating at the river which 
forms the diſcharge of Lake Alemipigon ; the ſecond, or 
Camaneſtigonia [6], at Long Lake which receives the 
overflowings of the Lake of the Woods; the third, or 


Miſſiſagania [7], at the Bay of St. Charles; and the fourth, 


or Puania [$], will paſs the ſtrait and reach as far as the 
River Outagamis at the botromj of the Bay of Puans. 
The two latter will alſo have other navigable frontiers on 
the Miſſiſſippi, Miſſiſagama being watered by that river 
from the rivulet of Ouabaougetan to the falls of St. An- 


| thony, 
1] Tadouſacaĩa. 5] Menſfiſipia. 
2] Montreal. 6] Camaneſtigonia. 
[3] Huronia, 7] Mifſſiſagania. 
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thony, and Puania from the faid falls to the river Ouif- 
conſin. Then again Maſcoutenia [9] having the Miſſi- 
ppi to the S. W. from the River Ouiſconſin to the Illi- 
nois river, might alſo have a maritime frontier from the 
bottom of the Bay of Puans above-mentioned to the River 
St. Joſeph at the ſouth-end of Lake Michigan; while 
Miamiſiaà [10] like Huronia would be waſhed by the 
waters of three lakes, Michigan, Huron and Erie as far 
as the river Miamis. The ſouth ſhores of Lake Erie or 
Ofwego, and as they incline N. E. until they reach Ochu- 
reni, might be allotted to Erieland [17]; from thence to 
Oſwego Fort and Bay in Lake Ontario, to Senekania [12]; 
and Catarakua might take in the reſt of the lake, all the 
river Catarakui [13] N. E. to La Prairie, then turnin 
fouth again all Richlieu river and the weft ſhore of Lake 
Champlain as far as Crown Point. The eaſt ſhore of this 
lake and the ſaid river Richlieu, together with the ſouth- 
eaſt ſhore of the St, Lawrence as far as Wolf River 
oppoſite the Saguenay, would belong to Champlania [14]; 
and the remainder of the river St. Lawrence together with 
the coaſt bf the gulph as far as the river Rifligouchi in 
Miramichi Bay, (which I would alſo propoſe for the con- 
fine of Nova-Scotia) would give a very extenſive mari- 
time frontier to Gaſpeſia [15]. Again, we ſhall find till 
remaining upon the Miſſiſſippi below the river Illinois, 
which we made the ſouthern boundary of Maſcoutenia, 
ſufficient frontier for three extenſive territories : the firſt, 
or Wauwautania [16], reaching as far as the Ohio; and 
the other two, Chicaſwria [17] and Chactawria [18] 
divided into equal diſtricts, will bring us to the preſent 
boundary of Weſt Florida lying in 31* of north latitude, 
And it might not be amiſs perhaps to ſet apart the Pro- 
vince of Sagadahock from New England and make it an 
independent ſtate. | 

From the point of confluence between the waters of 
the Great Miomee with thoſe of the Ohio, as a center, 


might 
91 Maſcoutenia, 15] Gaſpeſia. 
10] Miamiſia. 1161 Wauwautania. 
11 ] Erieland. [17] Chicaſawria. 
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Senekania, 18] Chactawria, 
13] Catarakua. 19] Sagadahcck. 
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might diverge ſeveral lines of interior ſeparation, thus; 
Suppoſe one line to run due ſouth till it ſhould interſect the 
northern limit of Eaſt Florida; this would divide all the 


lower nations on the Miſſiſſippi from Virginia and the 
ſouthern colonies fronting the Atlantic, A ſecond line 
from the ſame point north-weſt-ward to the junction of 
the two rivers Illinois and Theakiki called the Fork, would 
ſeparate Wauwautania and Miamiſia. A third in the di- 
rection of the courſes of the Great Miomee and Miamis 
rivers, would divide Miamiſia from Ericland. And a 
fourth being formed by the winding courſe of the Ohio 
itſelf as high as the ſite of the late fort called Du Queſne 
would ſeparate Virginia and Pennſylvania from Erjeland. 
Then a new diviſion line might begin at the ſaid ſite of 
fort Du Queſne, and leaving the Ohio to the weſtward, 
and paſſing along the Allegany Mountains, might take a 
a pretty ſtrait courſe to Lake George, and thence to the 
ſouth end of Lake Champlain ; thence again N. E. to the 
northern bend of the river St. John on the preſent confines 
of New England and Nova Scotia ; forming the interior 
confine of all the northern colonies on the Atlantic to that 
point, as well as of the above-mentioned diſtricts border- 
ing on Lake Ontario, the Catarakui and St. Lawrence. 
Then a line from Ochureni to Du Queſne would part 
Erieland from Senekania, A line alſo from the Bay of 
Oſwego on Lake Ontario that ſhould interſe& at the neareſt 
point the grand diviſion line running N. E. and S. W. 
would ſeparate Senekania from Cataraxua. And another 
line to come from Wolfe River which empties itſelf into 
the St. Lawrence oppoſite the river Saguenay to the termi- 
nation of the laſt-mentioned one at the ſaid bend of the 
river St. John, and thence falling into the river Riſtigouchi 
which hath its diſcharge into the gulph at the Bay of Mi- 
ramichi, would bound Gafpeſia towards Nova Scotia, 
Sagadahock and Champlain, and complete the general 
ſketch of our propoſed diviſions.— 

Thus, as I have ſaid before, to the eighteen ſtates alread 
enumerated, we might by a prudent foreſight cauſe aft 
future additions to the number to be ſo made as that none 
ſhould be too large or too ſmall, all having an ample ſur- 

ace and an extenſive maritime frontier, and being thereby 
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way calculated for being hereafter joined with the 
reſt of the free and independent ſtates in the grand Britiſh 
confederacy. And thus, by acknowledging and guaran- 
teeing to the colonies a legiſlative independence, proviſion 
would be made that the whole of the immenſe continent 
of North America, ſo far as it is yet known, ſhould be all 
kept with great eaſe and little expence in a voluntary and 
therefore a ſure commercial dependence upon Great-Britain. 
But if ſhe perſiſt in the folly or rather the inſanity of think- 
ing to effect the ſame end by making her own parliament 
the general fountain of legiſlative authority and govern- 
ment to ſuch a ſwarm of far diſtant and hardy nations, I 
fear it is high time that ſhe were let blood, ſeverely purged, 
and kept for a while on low diet as the only cure of her 
unhappy diſtemper. I wiſh even thoſe remedies may be 
in time to ſave her life. | 
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« EV EN theſe rude deficient draughts of an Eman- 
cipating Act and Grand Britiſh League and Confe- . 
deracy, and a new diviſion of country, would, I ſhould 
hope, when duly weighed by the candid and fincere friends 
of this country, be enough to convince them that we may 
rant even more than the coloniſts aſk at our hands, and yet 
be in no danger of lofing that influence (which is only 
another word for ſovereignty, ſo far as it can be really 
beneficial to Great-Britain) over them, from which we 
have hitherto while in their infancy only derived ſuch 
immenſe advantages. "Thoſe brave men who now ſhudder 
at the thoughts of imbruing their hands in the blood of 
fellow-citizens and fellow-ſubjefts nobly contending for li- 
berty, would not have a ſcruple of drawing their ſwords 
againſt the ſubjects of a foreign independent ſtate which had 
been guilty of breaking through the ſolemn engagements 
of a treaty it had expreſsly bound itſelf to obſerve. But 
ſuppoſing the wiſdom of parliament after mature delibera- 
tion to proceed upon theſe hints and on the ſame princi- 
ples to frame a finiſhed work, how noble a production it 
would appear! The coloniſts would hereby enjoy civil 
freedom and legiſlative independence to their hearts con- 
tent; and yet remain in a ſtate of abſolute commercial 
dependence to this kingdom. But what commercial coun- 
try is independent? Not Great-Britain herſelf, She is 
abſolutely dependent, in a commercial ſenſe, upon every 
country that favours her with a market. She is more par- 
ticularly dependent upon her own colonies, as they con- 
tribute the moſt largely to the means of her preſervation. 
Commerce in its very idea fignifies a voluntary intercourſe 
and exchange -of commodities for the mutual benefit of 
the parties: and nothing can be more certain than that 
the [word and ſceptre are the tb f all inſtruments for 
carrying it on to advantage, though neceſſary indeed for 
its guard and protection. Let us then no longer convert 
them into implements of miſchief, nor degrade them into 
inſtruments of puniſhment, but apply them to their right 
ule ! Suppoſing we ſhould be able to hold the colonies 
8 in 
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in ſubjection for half a century longer (which is not a 
ſuppoſition that many will grant me); they would always 
be diſcontented and factious, and conſider their obedience 
as an act of mere political neceſſity. Thinking them- 
ſelves injured, and therefore morally free from the obliga- 
tion of complying any farther than they needs muſt, they 
would undoubtedly ſeize the firſt opportunity in ſome time 
of our weakneſs or embarraſſment to revolt, and then of 
courſe, as of neceſſity, would become our enemies. 
Whereas, ſuppoſing them emancipated and to have en- 
tered into the propoſed League and Confederacy, they 
would entertain no jealouſy of our having deſigns againſt 
their liberties, they would have nothing to interrupt or 
diſturb their roy peace and induſtry, no temptation 
to quarrel with us, no power to hurt us: and the pro- 
tective alliance and confederacy entered into with us being 
a voluntary, a beneficial, formal and ſolemn covenant on 
their part, they would feel all the conſciouſneſs of a moral 
obligation of the moſt binding nature to abide by and 
fulfil the conditions of them; and could not but view the 
breach of them as an act of guilt, baſeneſs and ingratt- 
tude for which, as there would be no temptation, ſo there 
could be no excuſe. In the latter caſe all good men, 
even amongſt themſelves, would be againſt them; in the 
former, they would be ſure of their pity, their good- 
will and ſecret aid, if not their open ſupport and aſſiſt- 
ance, as we may behold at this day. How much theſe 
conſiderations are to be eſteemed worthy of attention; 
and how powerful an influence full perſuaſions in the 
minds of men of right or of wrong have upon the affairs 
of civil ſociety, I leave to every wile man and ſound poli- 
tician to determine, 

Now, was it not that it might be artfully urged againſt 
me and reſolved into that kind of enthuſiaſm which by 
hacknied courtiers and their baſe-minded tzain is with a 
ſneer inſinuated to be the ſure mark of a true viſionary and 
an indubitable proof that nothing ſound and praQical can 
come from ſuch a perſon, I would here declare myſelf ſo 
thoroughly aſſured of the moral infallibility of the meaſures 
I have ſuggeſted for producing the effects propoſed, that 
was I in rank or ſtation fo near the throne of the beſt of 
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princes as to be entitled to make him a perſonal offer of 
my council, I would ſtand forth alone if there were none 
to join me, to propoſe and recommend them in the moſt 
earneſt manner; content, ſhould they be found to fail or 
even to fall ſhort of what I foretold, to be branded as a 
traitor, and to be publicly proſcribed as a curſe to my 
country with a price ſet upon my head, ſo that “ every 
„ man's hand ſhould be againſt me.” 
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